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How will we really �ght in outer space?

Last week, I discussed some of 
the fundamentals of space war-
ship combat and how it would 
di�er from the popular concep-
tions we see in movies, TV, and 
books. However, a number of 
smaller issues relating to this 
will be addressed.

We o�en see “�ghters” or other 
small ships deployed from a large 
capital ship, not unlike a carrier 
today deploys airplanes to �ght 
other carrier �eets. �is would 
be vastly more di�cult, and fair-
ly unnecessary in space alone. 
First of all, there is little a small, 
independent ship could do that a 
large capital ship could not. �e 
weapons would have to be sub-
stantially smaller, and therefore 
less e�ective than the large tor-
pedoes that a capital ship could 
carry. Any laser weapon would 
have to be powered by the main 
engine of the ship, and it would 
necessarily be smaller and there-
fore less powerful than the lasers 
a large capital ship could mount. 
Keeping a pilot, a valuable and 
rare commodity due to the train-
ing he would undertake, alive in 
space would add a great deal of 
weight, technical complexity, 
and vulnerability to such a ship 
that an automated drone or re-
mote operation system could 
avoid. A capital ship could eas-

ily have a network of computer 
controlled close-in defense that 
would make any attack by small 
ships suicidal. In a capital ship 
on capital ship battle, the role of 
attacking enemy ships would be 
undertaken by the automated or 
directed torpedoes discussed in 
the previous article.

�is is not to say that there 
would be no purpose at all to 
small ships deployed from a 
larger capital ship. At least some 
capital ships must be able to de-
liver troops, supplies, and all 
other military goods to the sur-
face of a planet if they wish to do 
anything other than destroy it. 
A large spaceship’s design would 
have to be severely compromised 
if it had to be able to land and 
take o� from a planet through 
an atmosphere, so a specialized 
landing shuttle could be appro-
priate. Such a ship would be able 
to ferry men and supplies while 
maneuvering I both space and 
an atmosphere, not unlike the 
reusable shuttles space agencies 
of today use.  Some sort of ver-
tical take o� and landing system 
would most likely be used as the 
use of airstrips on a hostile plan-
et would be unlikely.

Many science �ction works 
make use of “drop pods,” a one 
use cra� that is dropped into an 
atmosphere to deliver assault 
troops in a surprising fashion 
through the anti-aircra� defens-
es that could destroy a conven-
tional shuttle, in a sort of fusion 
of modern day paratroopers and 
the re-entry vehicles of the 1960s 

and 1970s. Assuming the mate-
rials science of the day is capable 
of designing large numbers of 
these disposable cra� that can 
withstand the huge energy of 
reentry and collision with the 
surface of a planet, this particu-
lar scheme could be a practical 
method of initial assault.

A similar problem that would 
have to be addressed by space 
combat is the boarding of other 
space vehicles. Some missions 
would call for the capture rath-
er than the destruction of the 
enemy, and shuttles that could 
deliver troops analogous to ma-
rines to stricken ships or space 
stations would be necessary. Ei-
ther the shuttle would have to be 
armed and armored well enough 
to attack through the close-in 
defenses of the enemy, or the 
capital ship would have to be 
able to make limited, precision 
strikes to disable such defenses 
without harming the greater 
ship too badly. In order to save 
space and weight, the mission of 
this cra� may be combined with 
the mission of a planetary as-
sault cra�.

A particular type of weapon to 
attack a planet from a ship that 
does not require the complex-
ity and di�culty of inter-ship 
torpedoes while overcoming 
the problems of reentry is the 
“rod from God.” A long sha� 
of heavy material, such as de-
pleted uranium, could simply 
be dropped from space. �e 
obliteration of the rod when it 
impacted would release so much 

energy that anything around the 
impact site would be destroyed, 
without the problems of fallout 
or collateral damage that a nu-
clear weapon brings. �e great 
simplicity of these weapons and 
the ease of their use would mean 
that a capital ship could carry a 
great many of them in order to 
make pinpoint attacks on plan-
etary defenses in preparation for 
an assault with shuttles or drop 
pods.

Another worthwhile proposi-
tion is the relativistic kill vehicle. 
A RKV is simply an object ac-
celerated to near the speed of 
light relative to the target. Such 
an object would gain a great deal 
of perceived mass relative to the 
target, and an impact would be 

devastating, to the point of the 
planet being broken up if the 
RKV were fast enough. Such a 
weapon would be di�cult to use 
against comparatively small and 
maneuverable spacecra�, but it 
may become what nuclear weap-
ons are now, a weapon of com-
plete annihilation used only as a 
weapon of last resort.

Space combat will be as in-
evitable as every other sort of 
warfare if humanity ever begins 
to live somewhere other than 
good old Mother Earth, and it 
will likely be even more destruc-
tive and inhumane than it can be 
today. However, foreknowledge 
and forewarning will allow us to 
avoid such horror as much as we 
can.
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were made to wear painful cor-
sets that gave the exaggerated ap-
pearance of a tiny waist. Tightly 
laced corsets restricted and even 
displaced the body’s internal or-
gans, creating lifelong discomfort 
for the wearer.

      Until the �rst revolution 
of Black hair in the 1960s, Black 
women were pressured to con-
form to the Eurocentric, white 
women’s standards of beauty in 
the area of hair care. Women with 
straight enough hair styled it af-
ter whites’ and were considered 
to have “good hair,” but those 
who retained their pure African 
hair were thought to have “bad 
hair.” As such, women were sub-
jected to painful hair straighten-
ing with hot combs or with conk 
(a chemical straightener). Hot 
combs burned the hair and the 
scalp, causing discomfort. Conk, 
as noted by African American 
author, Lori L. �arps, “was no-
torious for burning the hair right 
o� one’s head and leaving oozing 
scabs on the scalp.”

      Even now, women of all ages 
from every race undergo pain-
ful cosmetic surgery procedures 
such as liposuction, rhinoplasty 
(a nose job), and breast augmen-
tation. Innumerable amounts of 
time and money are spent each 
year in order to be thought at-
tractive, and young girls grow 
up starving themselves because 
the media says that they should 
be wafer-thin to achieve our so-
ciety’s standard for what looks 
good. All of this pain for the sake 
of Beauty. 

or to coming to college to talk to 
my professors and create a rela-
tionship with them.  Did I take 
his advice? No.  And I regret not 
taking his advice early on in my 
learning.  Once I swallowed my 
pride and asked several of my 
teachers for help, or even just a 
little advice I was absolutely as-
tonished to �nd that these peo-
ple we pay an insane amount 
of money to teach us ,actually 
do know what they are talking 
about.  Open your mouth and 
ask for help, I promise that your 
teachers will not mind and will 
steer you in the right direction 
for a good grade, after all they 
are the ones who write and 
grade your tests.   

Now, as for that great thing 
called life, I’ve learned the 
simple fact that people don’t 
change.  Yes, they may make ad-
justments to allow you to �t in 
their life, but all in all, we simply 
are who we are.  I obviously had 
to learn this the hard way sever-
al times throughout my school-
ing, but I’m so thankful for ev-
ery time that it did happen. 

College is a learning experi-
ence and I truly have gotten my 
moneys worth of knowledge.  
Enjoy whatever amount of time 
you have left here at UNCG.  
Make the right choices, force 
yourself out of your comfort 
zone, and for goodness sake 
don’t go on Facebook when 
you’re trying to write a paper.

Congrats to the class of 2010.  
Good luck in all that you do.  

�is past Saturday marked 
one of the biggest events in the 
comic book world, Free Comic 
Book day. Originally started 
in 2002, Free Comic Book Day 
takes place on the �rst Saturday 
in May. With a fairly self explana-
tory title, Free Comic Book Day 
is celebrated by over 2000 stores 
around the world where several 
speci�c titles are selected to be 
given away, free of charge to any-
one who comes by the store. 

Free Comic book day was cre-
ated with three goal in mind, to 
introduce new readers to the 
world of comics, to call back for-
mer comic book readers, and to 
thank current comic book read-
ers for their continued support. 
�is year both local comic shops, 
Parts Unknown on Spring Gar-
den, and Acme Comics on Battle-
ground hosted Free Comic Book 
day events, with over 33 di�erent 
titles including Superman, Frag-
gle Rock, and �e Green Hornet 
available to pick up for free. 

Acme Comics celebrated the 
day by making an event out of 
the whole thing. Comic book 
fans could come and meet some 
of their favorite artists who spent 
the day signing comics includ-
ing creator Chris Giarrusso, 
writer/artist Je� Parker of Won-
der Woman and Underground, 
and writer Christos Gage, who 
has written for X-Men/Spider-
man, Union Jack and World 
War Hulk: X-Men. �ere was 
also face painting and color-

ing for kids. During the whole 
event, costumed heroes such as 
Wonder Woman and Superman 
made appearance shaking hands 
and taking pictures with fast. 
�e whole event caused a line 
out the door as people waited 
to claim their free comic books. 
Even people who showed up as 
early as thirty minutes before the 
doors even opened would have to 
wait almost two hours before be-
ing granted access to the inside 
of the store. Still, those waiting 
in line had several opportunities 
to get free comic books, as com-

ic related trivia questions were 
asked to those who waited in line 
such as “What does the acronym 
S.H.I.E.L.D. stand for in the Mar-
vel Universe. (Strategic Hazard 
Intervention, Espionage Logistics 
Directorate) Once people got in-
side the store, they were given a 
bag of comics and then welcome 
to browse the store where they 
could buy from Acme’s back stock 
of over 5000 comics and several 
hundred trade paper backs and 
graphic novels. 

�e Next Free Comic Book Day 
will be held on May 7th, 2011.

CoLLEGE PaRK BaptISt ChURch, 1601 
WaLKER AVENUE, wILL coNtINUE 

RENtING paRKING SpacES acRoSS fRoM 
thE StUDENt REcREatIoN cENtER foR 

acaDEMIc YEaR 2010�2011.  SpacES 
MaY bE RENtED bY thE SEMEStER oR 
aNNUaLLY.  FoR MoRE INfoRMatIoN, 

caLL thE chURch offIcE, 
273�1779, oR VISIt thE chURch offIcE 
bEtwEEN thE hoURS of 9:00 aM aND 

4:00 pM, MoNDaY thRoUGh ThURSDaY. 


