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Women’s Basketball

Inside: Men’s and Women’s Basketball from the 
SoCon Tournament

SEE SOFTbAll, PAGE 15 SEE AGEE, PAGE 15

Softball

Calvin Walters
Senior Reporter

Sunday	
      	         
UNCG		 9	
W. Carolina	 6

Lynn Agee 
announces retirement

Spartans start strong in SoCon
UNCG begins conference play 

with sweep of Catamounts

Erin Newnam
Sta� Writer Head Coach reached 600 wins in 

33 years of collegiate coaching

Senior Kaitlin Merkt �elds a ground ball.
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Baseball

UNCG splits home series
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 Page 13 	 Are you ready for March
Madness?

Bobby Martin (8) went 2-5 from the plate Sunday, with one run and one RBI.

When Coach Lynn Agee �rst 
took the reins of the UNCG 
women’s basketball program 
in 1981, Ronald Regan was 
president; a gallon of gas was 
less than two dollars and the 
WNBA was sixteen years 
from inception. At the time, 
UNCG only competed at the 
Division III level so Agee’s 
program couldn’t o�er its 
players scholarships. Today the 
country has its �rst ever African 
American president, gas prices 
change every two seconds, 
and for the �rst time in three 
decades, UNCG is looking for 
a new head coach. Last week 
Agee announced she would be 
retiring leaving some big shoes 
to �ll. In a culture that has seen 

many changes over the years, 
Coach Agee has been a constant 
at UNCG.

In the last year many coaches 
have grabbed a lot of attention. 
Mike Krzyzewski surpassed 
his nemesis Dean Smith in 
wins, Bobby Cox retired and 
John Wooden died not long 
before Geno Aurriemma broke 
his consecutive wins streak. 
While Coach Agee won’t be 
featured on Outside the Lines 
or E:60, her impact on women’s 
basketball can’t go unnoticed. 
Under Agee UNCG has reached 
the NCAA tournament in all 
three divisions, a feat that no 
coach in women’s basketball 
accomplished before her. Her 
teams have 13 conference titles 
while she has collected seven 

�e UNCG Women’s so�ball 
team took on Charlotte in a 
double header over the break 
on Wednesday March 9th.   �e 
Spartans (9-11) split the weekend 
1-and-1 with the 49ers (9-10).

Game one became a pitchers 
duel until the ��h inning when 
the Spartans got a �re going.  Cory 
Mattson and Eileen Horsmon got 
on base for UNCG and scored on 
a Kristen Gabel double straight 
down the middle.  UNCG’s late 
2-0 lead going into the seventh 
inning, wasn’t enough as Charlotte 
came back to tie the game on a 
two-run homerun.  �e Spartans 
had to dig deep in the bottom of 
the seventh.  A pitch hit Jordan 
Jewett, placing her on �rst while 
Toni MacReynolds hit a single up 
the middle gap.  A�er a sacri�ce 
UNCG had runners on second 
and third.  �e bases were loaded 
for the Spartans as Kristen Gabel 
came to bat.  Gabel delivered the 

game-winning run on a squeeze 
bunt and scored Jewett.  

�e Spartans won game one 
3-2.

Kristen Gabel went 1-for-2 with 
three RBI’s and MacReynolds 
made her third straight multi-hit 
game going 2-for-3 at the plate.   
Mattson (4-7) allowed two runs 
and four hits.

Game two was all about the 

49ers.  UNCG came out with an 
early second inning 2-0 lead on 
a solo homerun from Heather 
Rob and an RBI from a Jewett 
double.  Charlotte opened up and 
responded a�er the second inning 
with seven runs in the third.  
UNCG tried to answer back, 
but continued to leave the bases 

�e Spartans baseball team 
swept their way past the Western 
Carolina Catamounts winning all 
three games with scores of 5-4, 
11-4, and a come from behind 9-6 
victory on Sunday.  �e Spartans 
claimed the season opening 
SoCon series for the �rst time 
since sweeping Appalachian State 
in 2008.

On Friday night UNCG 
survived a late WCU rally and 
held on for the 5-4 victory.  
Warren Slack pitched 8 1/3 
innings allowing only 3 runs on 
seven hits to earn his third win of 
the season.  �e Senior struck out 
8 Catamount batters and didn’t 
allow any walks.  �e Spartans 
jumped out to an early lead by as 
Trevor Edwards drove in Chris 
Barker and Bobby Martin. 

Edwards did more damage 

later in the game when he hit a 
homerun to give the Spartans a 3 
run lead.  Chris Barker delivered 
the �nal run for the Spartans 
when he drove in Cole Harrison 
to give UNCG a 5-0 lead.  �e 
Catamounts mounted a late 
comeback with a pair of homeruns 
in the eighth and ninth inning.  
A solo homerun in the eighth 
inning and a three run blast in the 
ninth made the game close before 
Jonathon Jones collected the �rst 
save of the year.

In the second game UNCG 
continued their hot start with 
a four run second inning kick 
started by Trevor Edwards who 
doubled and came around to 
score on a Catamount error.  Drew 
Gehringer tripled later in the 
inning driving in Ray Quinones 
and Zach Leach for the early lead.  
�e Catamounts would answer 
with four runs of their own in the 
fourth before UNCG responded 
with two in the bottom half, 
and �ve more over the next �ve 
innings.  

Cole Harrison hit a two-run 
home run in the fourth inning, 
Chris Barker doubled to drive in 
a run in the sixth, and Andrew 
Spleth added the �nal runs in the 
game with a two run double in the 

read more on the 
spartans’ sweep of 

western carolina
Details on Friday, Saturday 

contests, Page 14.

eighth inning for the Spartans.  
Jarett Miller earned the win for 
the Spartans a�er pitching �ve 
innings of relief for the starter 
Brandon Browne.  Miller allowed 
only three hits over his �ve innings 
of work, and no runs.

UNCG had to mount a 

comeback in the �nal game of 
the series on Sunday when the 
Spartans fell behind when the 
Catamounts scored �ve runs in 
the fourth inning chasing starter 

SEE bASEbAll, PAGE 15


