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Campus Activities Board 
holds Open Mic Night

Shonté Hodnett
Staff Reporter

On Saturday, November 20, 
Campus Activities Board spon-
sored an Open Mic Night at the 
Weatherspoon Art Museum from 
6:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.  Talent 
from around Greensboro came 
out to show off their skills dur-
ing the event.  The free Open Mic 
Night is a continuation of CAB’s 
efforts to make UNCG’s campus 
less of a commuter school where 
many students leave campus on 
weekends.  By providing excit-
ing events on Friday and Satur-
day evenings, CAB is hoping that 
this new initiative will encourage 
more students to stay on or near 
campus on the weekends.  Stu-
dents also enjoyed free snacks 
and refreshments before the 
show began. 

Open Mic Night showcased a 
variety of local talent.  Some acts 
traveled from other universities 
around Greensboro to perform. 
Dominique Barnes, a junior from 
A&T University heard about 
the event through a UNCG stu-
dent.  He sung “Love” by Musiq 
SoulChild.  Before going on stage 
he said, “This is my first time 

singing in public, I hope every-
thing goes good.”

Members of a student organi-
zation, Well Versed Expressions, 
performed as well. Well Versed 
Expressions is a poetry perfor-
mance group.  Founder Rakeem 
Person explained poetry as a way 
to “reach other people, and give 
people who don’t have a voice, a 
voice.”  He performed an original 
piece called, “Welcome to Wom-
enhood,” a poem about struggles 
of gay women in Africa.  

Open Mic was not only a po-
etry showcase.  Singers, guitar 
players, and rappers, also took 
the stage to show off their unique 
skills. 

Singer, HBO Def Poet, and 
actress Shanelle Gabriel hosted 
the show.  She also “warmed up 
the mic” by being the first act 
to perform.  Born and raised in 
Brooklyn, NY, she previously 
has displayed her talents at col-
leges and venues both nationally 
and internationally.  She recently 
performed at UNC Charlotte 
and UNC Pembroke.  Shanelle 
opened for and was featured on 
the 6th season premiere of HBO's 
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SGA works on UNCG Habitat for Humanity house

UNCG sponsored house to be 
completed in April for family of seven

Matthew Howard
Editor-in-Chief

UNCG student organizations 
and volunteers have been hard 
at work in recent weeks, not only 
in the classroom, but also at the 
University sponsored Habitat for 
Humanity house. 

Construction was kicked off 
on October 14 to 
provide Beshir 
Ibnaouf, his wife 
Marrif Abbas, and 
their five kids a 
new home. In the 
first day of con-
struction, almost 
all of the first floor 
framing was com-
pleted, according 
to Dan Nonte of 
University Rela-
tions in a blog fol-
lowing the project.

Ibnaouf immigrated from Su-
dan to North Carolina in 1997 
and two years later his wife and 
daughter joined him. “Beshir 
and Maarif beam with pride 
when discussing their children, 
whom they refer to as their 
‘treasure.’”

Almost 360 students, faculty, 
staff and alumni will work on 
the project before Ibnaouf and 

his family move in. Completion 
of the project is expected to be in 
April of 2011. 

Student organizations that 
have participated include: the 
baseball team, Grogan Residen-
tial College, and Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA). 

On November 13 Grogan Resi-
dential College worked 
on the project. “I am 
beyond thrilled to have 
been given the oppor-
tunity to work with 
Habitat for Humanity,” 
Hilari Bowman told 
Nonte. “It was invigo-
rating and so much 
fun to work alongside 
Beshir and help build 
his future home for his 
family.”

The next weekend 
SGA participated in the build. 
Eric Durham, SGA’s Secretary of 
Community Affairs, commented 
about the organization of the 
event in a phone interview.  

“I just jumped on the ball early 
to get SGA involved. Everyone 
was volunteering for it really 
fast. This was a really good op-
portunity to get everyone in-
volved,” Durham said. 

“We had twelve of the SGA 

members and then a few from 
around UNCG, a guy from Guil-
ford Tech,” said Durham. Ib-
naouf also helped with the build.

In order for Ibnaouf to own is 
home at the end of the build, he 
had to complete over 100 hours 
of training and another 200 
hours of on site work, continued 
Durham. “When it is completed 
Ibnaouf, his wife, and his five 
kids will have full ownership of 
the house.”

Durham said that SGA was 
completing the plywood part of 
the project on the siding and the 
roof. “It was really stressful be-
cause we had to use ladders to 
get up two stories.” 

“We were putting the plywood 
on top of the studs and nailing 
those down. Then on the roof we 
put the plywood down also on 
top of the studs.”

Durham continued, “We were 
putting the shell on the house, 
it was kind of a skeleton and we 
were just putting it up.”

“I think the hardest part was 
getting over the height factor. If 
it was on the ground it would be 
a whole different game.”

Durham confirmed that there 
were no injuries and that the 
weather was perfect for the build. 
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Left: Volunteers work on the UNCG Habitat for Humanity house. Right: SGA members line up for a photo shoot. Below: Volunteers brave the wind, and the fear of heights up on the roof.
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National News
By Sarah Fauser

Combatant of sex 
slavery CNN’s Hero 
of the Year 

Anuradha Koirala, a woman 
fighting sex slavery, has been 
named the 2010 CNN Hero of 
the Year.  Through her organiza-
tion Maiti Nepal, Koirala and her 
group have rescued more than 
12,000 women and girls from sex 
slavery.  CNN’s Anderson Coo-
per made the announcement at 
the conclusion of the fourth an-
nual “CNN Heroes: An All-Star 
Tribute” and Koirala was then 
introduced by Demi Moore and 
husband Ashton Kutcher, found-
ers of DNA (the Demi and Ash-
ton Foundation) which works to 
end child sex slavery around the 
world.  “Human trafficking is a 
crime, a heinous crime, a shame 
to humanity,” Koirala said earlier 
in the evening after being intro-
duced as one of the top 10 CNN 
Heroes of 2010. “I ask everyone 
to join me to create a society free 
of trafficking. We need to do this 
for all our daughters.”  In addi-
tion to the $25,000 each of the 
top ten CNN Hero nominees 
will receive, Koirala will also get 
$100,000 for Maiti Nepal so that 
she may continue her efforts.  
“Every day this woman confronts 
the worst of what humanity has 
to offer,” Moore said of Koirala. 
“She says, ‘Stop. Stop selling our 
girls.’ By raiding brothels and pa-
trolling the India-Nepal border, 
she saves girls from being sold 
into the sex trade, where they are 
being repeatedly raped for profit, 
tortured and enslaved.”  Other 
nominees included a woman 
who opened a hospital in Mexico 
to care for people who may not 
be able to pay and a man who 
brings hot meals to India’s poor.  

Three boys rescued 
after fifty days at 
sea 

Three boys from the small is-
land nation of Tokelau Islands, 
a territory of New Zealand, 
have been rescued after nearly 
50 days at sea.  The three teens, 
Edward Nasau, 14, and 15-year-
olds Samu Perez and Filo Filo, 
were found last Wednesday 
floating in their small alumi-
num boat off the coast of Fiji 
by a tuna vessel.  The boys were 
able to survive off of coconuts, 
water they trapped with a tarp 
and a seabird that had landed in 
their boat, but were reported to 
be both dehydrated and badly 
sunburned.  Rescue efforts to 
find the boys began in early Oc-
tober but search groups were 
unable to recover any bodies or 
evidence leading to their where-
abouts, making their loved ones 
presume they had perished at 
sea. In an interview with BBC, 
Perez’s aunt said that his family 
had held a funeral service for 
him.   “My mum, she cried ev-
ery day and every night,” Fekei 
said. “We believed he was still 
alive anyway. We thought that 
God was still with them.”  In 
her interview with BBC, Fekei 
commented that the boys were 
either attempting a trip to Aus-
tralia or the United States dur-
ing a sporting event they were 
participating in.  Tai Fredricsen, 
first mate of the tuna vessel, San 
Nikunau, told Radio New Zea-
land that the boys were safely 
aboard the ship and repeatedly 
thanking their rescuers. “In the 
physical sense they looked very 
physically depleted,” Fredricsen 
commented.  “I think they did 
learn a big lesson,” Fekei said.

North Korea claims 
to be on “brink of 
war” with South

North Korea has warned that 
the planned military exercise 
between the United States and 
South Korea will bring the Kore-
an Peninsula “closer to the brink 
of war.”  The warning comes 
shortly after the resignation of 
S. Korea’s Defense Minister Kim 
Tae-young. “The situation on 
the Korean Peninsula is inching 
closer to the brink of war due to 
the reckless plan of those trigger-
happy elements to stage again the 
war exercises targeted against 
the DPRK,” the report said.  But 
confusion between the factions 
of the Seoul government over the 
announcement only highlighted 
the concerns that led to Kim’s 
resignation.  Kim, a former gen-
eral, came under fire and heavy 
criticism after the March sink-
ing of the South Korean war ship 
Cheonan and again after North 
Korea struck the South’s Yeonpy-
eong Island on Tuesday.  South 
Korea, as well as many other na-
tions, have blamed North Korea 
for the attack that killed 46 sail-
ors, but the country has denied 
any such responsibility.  North 
Korea turned around and blasted 
South Korea and the U.S. for the 
Yeonpyeong incident that caused 
the death of two S. Korean Ma-
rines and two civilians; 15 oth-
ers were also injured in that at-
tack.  State-run North Korean 
broadcaster KCTV reported last 
Thursday that South Korea had 
stated its plan to “fire towards 
our territorial waters with their 
Yeonpyeong-based artillery on 
November 22.” The North said 
it asked “the puppet South” not 
to do so, but it persisted, and the 
North fired back in self-defense.  

Class of 2011 may 
have better job 
opportunities 

A university report out of 
Michigan State University re-
searchers projects that college 
graduates of May 2011 will face 
better job opportunities than 
students of the previous year.  
Many corporations are ending 
their hiring freezes and employ-
ers feel more confident towards 
expanding, according to the 
report on national hiring prac-
tices.  “The market for new col-
lege grads took a positive step 
forward with this increase,” said 
Phil Gardner, director of the 
university’s Collegiate Employ-
ment Research Institute.  The 
Recruiting Trends 2010-2011 
survey, released November 17, 
found that overall hiring is ex-
pected to grow by 3 percent over 
last year to provide 122,000 op-
portunities for graduates across 
all degree levels.  But before 
Gardner let the good news sink 
in, he reminded soon-to-be 
graduates that they need to be 
vigilant and cautious.  The rea-
son: It’s not the majority of em-
ployers hiring more, but rather 
a contingent of approximately 
350 to 400 larger companies 
looking to fill positions and 
smaller, fast-growing businesses 
creating new ones. “There is so 
much uncertainty pervasive in 
the economy that employers are 
cautious to hire,” Gardner said. 
“Much of the hiring activity has 
already taken place. Students 
who are just starting their job 
search are really going to have 
to work hard.”  Popular degrees 
in 2011 will be business, com-
puter science and information 
technology.

Def Poetry Jam along with singer Jill Scott and rap-
per DMX.  In addition, she recorded a nationally 
televised promo for the 2007 NFL Draft.  At Utica 
College, she performed as both a singer and ac-
tress while earning her B.A. in Communication 
Arts with a minor in Business Management.  When 
asked why she chose poetry as her main form of 
expression, she said with a smile, “I love to talk.  I 
turned getting in trouble for talking in class into a 
career.”  She continued to explain that, “I started off 
as a song writer, and poetry was a little bit more 
freeing because I could just get everything out at 
one time and I didn’t have to worry about meters 
and bars.  Poetry was just another form of expres-
sion of me being able to share with a bunch of 
people what I probably wouldn’t share with them 
during a regular conversation.” She decided to host 
the event when she met some CAB members at a 
conference that she performed at earlier this year 
and happily agreed to both host and perform.

Open Mic Night was an overall success.  Many 
UNCG students and faculty turned out to enjoy the 
show.

See something newsworthy?

Let us know. 

E-mail News Editor James Nichols at:

News.Carolinian@gmail.com
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America no longer has a need for affirmative action
          A case against affirmative action from the perspective of a female minority

Bonnie Landaverdy
Staff Writer

Affirmative action has always 
been a hot topic that many people 
have debated about. Minorities 
have even written books about 
their experiences with affirmative 
action. The definition of affirma-
tive action is: “the set of public 
policies and initiatives designed 
to help eliminate past and pres-
ent discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, or national 
origin”. Unfortunately, there is no 
way to eliminate the past. It seems 

that America is always trying to 
make up for mistakes that it has 
made previously. However, the 
people who are here now are not 
those who suffered previous injus-
tices; people who suffer injustices 
now do not really benefit from af-
firmative action. There is no need 
for America to continue having 
affirmative action policies.  

These policies date back to the 
1800’s: the Thirteenth Amend-
ment outlawing slavery, Four-
teenth Amendment providing 
equal protection under the law 
and the Fifteenth Amendment 
prohibits discrimination in access 
to voting. The 1866 Civil Rights 
Act guarantees every citizen, 
“the same right to make and en-
force contracts... as is enjoyed by 
white citizens...”. The phrase  “af-
firmative action” was first used by 
John F. Kennedy, who gave an ex-
ecutive order for applicants to be 
employed regardless of their race, 
creed, color, or national origin. 
Since the civil rights movement 
over four decades ago, affirmative 
action calls for minorities, wom-

en and other groups to be given 
special consideration  in employ-
ment, education and scholarships. 
In attempts to make up for past 
discriminations, institutions and 
employers would choose someone 
who is slightly less qualified for a 
position over a Caucasian who 
meets all requirements. This may 
seem like an attempt to give the 
impression that they are not racist 
or an attempt to diversify.  

Affirmative action has helped 
many people in the past by help-
ing them get a little ahead in em-
ployment and education. How-
ever, there is no way to eliminate 
the past.  Those slaves who died 
here in America are not being 
helped. Chinese immigrant work-
ers are not benefiting from these 
special policies either. It seems 
like America is the only country 
that is trying to make up for the 
past. Do we see Germany giving 
the Jewish special treatment now? 
Not really. Also, the Spanish con-
quistadores are not going back to 
Hispanic countries to apologize to 
the ingenious tribes that still exist 

there now. Affirmative action was 
designed to help minorities gain 
equal footing in our society. The 
reality is that people gain their 
own equal footing according to 
their own actions, not the govern-
ment or society helping to try and 
make up for the past. 

I would like to think that I got 
to where I am today on my own 
merits. Minorities should not be 
taught to depend on the fact that 
they are not Caucasian to move 
ahead in life. I strongly believe 
that there is no need for affirma-
tive action now. There are plenty 
of minorities now that have had 
their share of equal footing and 
are more than qualified for em-
ployment and education than 
their Caucasian comrades. How-
ever, as college students, we see 
that a lot more African Americans 
and Hispanics get scholarships 
and financial aid. Many have said 
it is because of their race, but that 
is not the case. A lot of federal 
grant programs look at socioeco-
nomic status above many other 
things when it comes to help out 

students. While this is stereotyp-
ing, there are many minorities 
that live on the lower end of the 
socioeconomic spectrum, but 
in my opinion, it does not have 
to do with affirmative action. A 
poor minority who works hard in 
school can now get far in life with-
out affirmative action.

Affirmative action now gives 
minorities the sense that their 
success was unearned.  It is like 
a pat on the back saying, “we ap-
plaud you for what you have ac-
complished, but without me, there 
is no way you could have gotten 
this far”. Affirmative action these 
days is offensive and misleading. 
Although discrimination still ex-
ists, there is no way to diminish it 
except by educating others to be 
more tolerant and to have minori-
ties push themselves into their 
own success. Imagine if these 
words were coming from a white 
male. Some would be very of-
fended, but coming from a female 
minority, the words may sting less 
because they come weighing a lot 
of truth.

From the Editor’s Desk
Public education reform starts at the heart of the country

Matthew Howard
Editor-in-Chief

Public Schools across the coun-
try, from elementary to high 
school levels, are being shut down 
for continual low performance.

Of the largest concerns for 
administrators and lawmakers, 
what to do with low-performing 
schools ranks at the top of the 
list. The importance of curricu-
lum progression, education for 
special needs and extracurricular 
funding can not be understated, 
however, low-performing schools 
are often shut-down without ana-
lyzing which of the formerly men-
tioned three is failing. 

From urban communities to 
rural farming regions, the United 
States public education system is 
in dire need of reform. For the 
past decade, magnet and wealthy 
upper-middle class community 
schools have been awarded a 
blue-ribbon while low-perform-
ing schools have been swept un-
der the rug. 

Now, the future of America, 
and of innovation and global 
competitiveness is in jeopardy be-
cause lawmakers at the state and 
federal level spend more time in 
Washington and their capital than 
their own district. Unless it’s cam-
paign season, and then our politi-
cians come back to communities 
with banners and words of en-
couragement to proud supporters 
who at the heart are uninformed 
and skeptical of progress in the is-
sues that matter most.

In the past decade it has almost 
become expected that reform 
in any matter starts at the grass-
roots level, and then maybe after 
enough survey’s and non-profit 
involvement the issue will find 
its way to a desk of a local mayor 
or school superintendent. To be 
honest and fair, less than half the 
country performs their civic duty 
to vote and even less choose to 
become informed of who they are 

actually voting for anyway, espe-
cially at the local level. Believe it 
or not, there are special interest 
groups that actually stand for a 
cause worthwhile and present is-
sues that could be pushed across 
a bipartisan table made of straw. 

Grassroots reform does make a 
difference in daily decisions that 
one makes; twenty years ago or-
ganizing a budget for McDonalds 
was more common than funding 
one for a personal garden. How-
ever smoking compared to living 
a healthy lifestyle is a personal 
decision and government involve-
ment to deter these actions--taxes 
on the supply and demand sides-
-will only have a limited effect on 
these inelastic choices and prod-
ucts. If one is going to choose to 
smoke and increase their risk of 
cancer then so be it, that is their 
decision. Government involve-
ment at most levels merely spins 
a problem in circles and causes 
massive debt rather than actually 
providing a solution. 

However there are certain mat-
ters where our elected officials can 
provide reform, and public educa-
tion may be the most important. 
Unfortunately the current policy 
of shutting down low performing 
schools is spiraling our educa-
tion system so far out of control 
that true reform is going to take 
decades. 

The problem with grassroots re-
form for education is that it is im-
practical. Those who feel the des-
perate need for reform are those 
who come from poor communi-
ties with low-performing schools. 
The politician who spends 360 
days a year in Washington will 
never hear their voice, and nei-
ther will state legislators who only 
want test scores to rise and will 
not provide any real, comprehen-
sive reform. Administrators are 
frantically running around trying 
to make sure that their teachers 
are teaching to a benchmark and 
the teachers themselves can only 

teach to the tests. 
Since 1776, the American econ-

omy has been built on innovation, 
engineering, and problem solv-
ing. Technology drives economic 
growth and those resources stem 
from basic science research at 
Universities that create knowl-
edge, and that leads to innovation. 

In order to prepare our children 
for higher-education they must 
be educated in reading, math, sci-
ence, and social studies. The for-
mer three, at the very least, for ba-
sic skills and understanding and 
the latter for a citizen to perform 
their proper civic duties. Educa-
tion must be comprehensive and 
full circle. 

So when schools are low-per-
forming they are shut down and 
the students are bused to another 
school where the test scores aren’t 
so below the benchmark. Class 
sizes increase, teachers are left out 
of work, extracurricular activities 
are axed, special needs students 
are left to fend for themselves be-
cause funding is cut due to budget 
deficits and teachers are still con-
fused as to what to teach.   Public 
education is spinning out of con-
trol and it is because the current 
policy is spinning it in circles. 

Looking at the problem from 
the outside of the educational 
spectrum, one can see that the 
first and only solution to the 
problem is to start it grassroots 
while policy reform must occur at 
the local, state, and federal level. 

In education terms, grassroots 
means good parenting and ac-
tive involvement in their child’s 
school. Education starts in the 
home and at an early age. Parents 
of all income levels must spend 
time reading to their children and 
forcing them to make flash cards 
to memorize their multiplica-
tion tables. It is part of parenting 
and crucial to the educational 
success of their student. Also, 
parents must stress the impor-
tance of extracurricular activities, 

whether they come in the form 
of volunteer work, athletics, or 
music. These programs keep stu-
dents motivated in and out of the 
classroom. 

In the schools, administrators 
need principals and teachers that 
care about students’ success and 
knowledge. Of course, teachers 
can only be effective when they 
have small class sizes, proper re-
sources, a well-defined curricu-
lum and supportive principals. 
While education starts in the 
home, the majority of learning 
takes place in the school setting. 
Large class sizes are effective only 
in general educational and early-
prerequisite courses at the college 
level. Resources and funding, es-
pecially in urban and rural com-
munities, are scarce. Supportive 
principals and administrators 
over the next decade or so will be 
of crucial importance due to an 
increased budget deficit prompt-
ing a massive need for a decrease 
in spending. 

Legislators need to decide what 
programs are worth of cutting and 
what programs should receive 
funding. Government and welfare 
programs are necessary, however, 
an expansion of these programs 
over education will only hurt our 
country in the long run. Give a 
mouse a cookie and he will ask 
for milk, give a child an education 
and he will find milk himself.

Back in February the chief of 
Chicago Public Schools, Ron Hu-
berman, saved a school from clo-
sure, or as Sarah Karp of the New 
York Times writes, “granted an 
11th-hour reprieve.”

Paderewski Elementary on 
the South Side of Chicago was 
destined for closure with falling 
enrollment and poor test scores. 
Students were already being sent 
to nearby Mason Elementary with 
higher test scores, however, one 
can imagine with a drastic in-
flux of students what would have 
happened at Mason. Students in-

crease, teacher-to-student ratios 
rise, involvement in extracurricu-
lar activities reaches capacity and 
overall student success falls. There 
seems to be a recurring theme 
here. 

Schools that are low perform-
ing and are targeted for closure 
should serve as an example of 
how our education system is fail-
ing the future of our economy. 
Instead of sweeping the problem 
under the rug, administrators and 
legislators need to observe the 
problem and develop improve-
ment models. Implementation of 
more testing to measure student 
and teacher success is hurting our 
schools more than distant legisla-
tors realize.

Inefficient resource allocation 
and funding, parent and commu-
nity involvement and extracur-
ricular programs are at the heart 
of the problem. Children in poor 
neighborhoods and the rural re-
gions of the country deserve the 
same education as our upper-
middle class suburban youth. 

Researchers at the Consortium 
on Chicago School Research at the 
University of Chicago have found 
that the worst schools can im-
prove, Karp writes, and although 
Paderewski has not reached state 
academic standards, they have 
progressed.

“…even the worst schools im-
prove if they have the right re-
sources, including a principal who 
can forge strong ties between the 
school, parents and the commu-
nity; hire good teachers and give 
them opportunities to improve 
their skills; install a rigorous cur-
riculum; and make the school safe 
and centered on students’ needs,” 
writes Karp.

Schools in similar situations to 
Paderewski are abound through-
out the country, and while it may 
be inefficient in the short-run to 
keep open a school that is low-
performing, the long term effects 
of closure will certainly be seen.



Despite economy, no 
college major is worthless

North Korea’s recent 
attacks may lead to an 

international crisis

For a safer world, 
the new START Pact 
must pass Congress

Craig Veltri
Staff Writer
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As a rising senior majoring 
in Political Science and actively 
exploring the future of graduate 
school, law school, and/or em-
ployment, one of the most com-
mon attitudes in my searches has 
been a pessimistic view of what the 
next stage of life holds. “Political 
science... what job can you do with 
that?” “Do you realize how many 
lawyers there are these days..?” 
“The only people who make good 
money anymore are nurses and 
teachers..” Nearly everyone pursu-
ing a degree that isn’t practical or 
geared toward a particular career 
has heard these claims, but despite 
the common sentiment among so 
many people, they’re largely un-
founded and wholly untrue. 

One of the most common per-
ceptions among the general public 
is the idea that liberal arts aren’t 
really useful in the marketplace; 
only “hard” skills like nursing, 
teaching, or knowledge of math 
and sciences are of any value. The 
reasoning behind this is simple: 
you can major in and get a de-
gree in nursing, and you can get 
a job that directly utilizes what 
you learned in college as a nurse. 
A History major with a bachelor’s 
degree couldn’t do the same; few 
people are lucky enough to ever 
land a job as a historian, and those 

The most perverse mind’s 
vision of Hell could spread 
across this Earth in a matter of 
hours.  Clouds like sackcloth 
would cover the sky, grey from the 
pulverized bones and skyscrap-
ers, and no beam of sun would 
reach a single patch of ground 
for decade after decade.  The 
few ghastly creatures to survive 
would live only long enough to 
bury those closest to them.

Nuclear Holocaust may seem 
a dated Cold War fear.  After all, 
the Soviet experiment collapsed 
in on itself due to its militarized 
stagnation and we were told both 
nuclear arsenals were no longer 
to be on a hair trigger.  To his 
credit President Regan, who was 
usually eager to spend on de-
fense, negotiated the first arms 
limitation treaty at the end of the 
Eighties.  America and its rival 
would take steps to de-escalate 
the creation of nuclear weapons 
capable of destroying the Earth.

One of the things that set 
Barack Obama apart early in the 
primaries was his keen interest in 
further nuclear disarmament. He 
worked on this issue as a senator, 
and as president, one of the bright 
spots in foreign policy was Rus-
sia’s agreement to another round 
of retirement for nuclear bombs. 

Like them or not, Obama and 
Vladimir Putin are both calm, in-
telligent men.  Yet their carefully 
constructed treaty is in danger of 

falling apart. Not due to quarrels 
with Russia, but simply because 
of anti-tax hysteria. “The problem 
is not that the document is bad,” 
stated Konstantin I. Kosachev, 
chairman of a Russian parliamen-
tary foreign affairs committee as 
reported by the New York Times, 
“We are confronting the fact that 
Republicans refuse to ratify the 
treaty.”

Now I love rough politics as 
much as the next guy and it is 
understandable, though regret-
ful, that the Tea Party infused Re-
publicans would oppose Obama’s 
foreign policy accomplishments. 
Demands by Republican leaders 
that we spend tens of billions of 
dollars to ’modernize’ our arsenal 
is just going too far, and it’s the 
type of pig-headed stubbornness 
that could get us all killed.

As North Korea tests the 
world’s resolve after attacking its 
southern neighbor, Iran nears 
completion of its first atomic 
bomb and the Taliban is conceiv-
ably capable of seizing Pakistan’s 
nuclear weapons, do you think 
the United States is really made 
more secure by deficit-spending 
to create excess weapons?  Or 
are we more American to serve 
the world as a positive influence 
by reducing our own weapons 
of mass destruction – in tan-
dem with Russia – while we de-
mand that other nations cease 
developing their own doomsday 
machines?

After the New START Treaty is 
signed, the United States will re-
tain enough nuclear weapons to 
spread merciless carnage across 
all sea and land, if we must.  Yet 
we can also lead the world in the 
hope that nuclear annihilation 
should not be a specter hanging 
over humanity in the next cen-
tury. Call Senator Burr at 1 (800) 
685-8916 and urge him to ratify 
this treaty. All life could hang in 
the balance.

I am rarely one to agree with 
President George W. Bush, but a 
segment from his infamous State 
of the Union Address from Janu-
ary 2002 continues to ring in my 
psyche like cathedral bells during 
an earthquake. It was the segment 
where he called out the nations of 
Iraq, Iran and North Korea as “... 
an axis of evil aiming to threaten 
the peace of the world.”

While none of the govern-
ments of those nations are inno-
cent when it came to depriving 
their nation of civil rights, the 
“Axis of Evil” statement, even un-
der the still fresh and toxic haze 
of 9/11 fear, seemed like hyper-
bole ripped from the throwaway 
names of a comic book universe.  

As time marched on, Iran con-
tinued to defraud the electorate 
and play chicken with the world. 

America decided to overthrow 
Iraq under questionable, if not 
fully dishonest circumstances. 
Iran could be trouble if gone 
unchecked; Iraq was no trouble 
and only spelled trouble to our 
national deficit and poison to our 
reputation around the world.

North Korea, the only coun-
try of Bush’s trio that has nuclear 
weapons, hasn’t rattled sabers. 
They have fired missiles on an-
other sovereign nation on more 
than one occasion. This past 
Tuesday, in what has been called 
the worst artillery attack since 
the end of the Korean War, North 
Korea fired missiles on Yeonpy-
eong Island during a South Ko-
rean military exercise, killing 2 
marines and injuring 15 others. 

Conditions between the two 
countries have been deteriorat-
ing for sometime now and seem 
to be drawing into a war that, 
to paraphrase NBC’s Richard 
Engel’s analysis, is a power play 
to preserve the Kim Dynasty in 
North Korea. As Kim Jong-Il’s 
health fails, his 27 year-old son, 
Kim Jong-Un, who was recently 
promoted to General in the Peo-
ple’s Army, needed something to 
help cement his legacy. It seems 
that he his setting the stage for a 
regional conflict that, intentional 
or not, could spell the begin-
ning of a much grander conflict. 
Worse still, Kim may be getting 
his way. On Friday, reports stated 
that American military would be 
helping South Korea with “mili-
tary exercises” off the coast of 

North Korea.    
Make no mistake that Tuesday’s 

events were an act of war and the 
United States has 30,000 men and 
women stationed in South Korea. 
It is deeply concerning that if the 
US military fires on a nuclear 
power and one of North Korea’s 
nuclear allies, like China, decides 
to fire back. Then members of 
NATO, who just made plans to 
re-up their individual nations 
missile defense, takes President 
Obama’s statement that “...an at-
tack on one NATO member is an 
attack on all,” to heart and then, 
for lack of a less clichéd conclu-
sion, all hell breaks loose. 

Anyone who has studied world 
history has seen this play out be-
fore. In the early 20th Century, a 
series of treaties, alliances and 
overlapping territory claims 
were in place that made South-
eastern Europe a shaky place to 
live. So much so, the region be-
came known as the Balkan Pow-
der Keg. The analogy was proved 
morbidly accurate on June 28, 
1914 in Sarajevo. All it took was a 
few Bosnians successfully assas-
sinating the Austrian Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand and his wife, 
Sophie, for a “war to end all wars” 
to break out a month later.

Ladies and gentlemen, the 
events currently in motion in the 
Korean seas may be the first step 
towards this generations “powder 
keg.” One can only hope it’s not 
too late to extinguish the wick.

Chris McCracken
Staff Writer

that do get lucky typically have a 
PhD. However, despite the fact 
that so many degrees lack a cor-
responding job title, it is also true 
that even more jobs lack a cor-
responding degree. Most people 
would consider a career that leads 
to the title of “director” of some-
thing to be successful - yet, no 
“hard” degree can be found that 
teaches one the practical skills re-
quired for it. The same is true of 
almost any management position, 
sales position, or any other high 
paying job. While “practical” de-
grees may shorten the job search 
because it narrows the range of 
possibilities, the sky is the limit 
with liberal arts. 

Another common sentiment 
is that with a liberal arts degree, 
students do not really “learn” 
anything. Sure, naysayers say, you 
might learn some irrelevant facts 
or theories about one random top-
ic or another, but their relevancy is 
largely confined to the ivory tow-
ers of college, and un-conducive 
to success in the real world. While 
this is true to some degree, it also 
intentionally ignores the fact that 
practical skills can be picked up as 
well. For example, the content for 
a paper you research, write, and 
give a presentation on might never 
matter to you again. However, the 
skills built from it, like the ability 
to fact-find, to write, and the abili-
ty to present and to speak in public 

are all vital to real-world success. 
Finally, it’s important to note 

that college is what you make of 
it, and that you and only you can 
determine how successful or un-
successful you’ll be in life. Some 
people will come to UNC Greens-
boro, and stay solely for the pur-
pose of attaining a degree. Others 
will come, join clubs, volunteer, 
intern, and develop the leadership 
skills and connections that will 
eventually lead to both success 
and a strong impact on people’s 
lives. The first category typically 
leads to the all-too-common hor-
ror stories that everyone is so 
used to hearing: the “4.0” gradu-
ate of a prestigious university, now 
deeply in debt and unable to find 
a job. The second category typi-
cally leads to being listed on lists 
of “prominent alumni,” and typi-
cally also makes a difference in the 
community. 

While the poor economy and 
the bleak job market are caus-
ing people to re-examine their 
own lives and credentials, the 
pessimism derived from this en-
vironment should be taken with 
a grain of salt. College graduates 
- motivated, hard-working, and 
capable - will always be in demand 
to help drive the engines of the 
economy, no matter how “practi-
cal” their skills are. In this regard, 
no major can really be considered 
“worthless.” 

John Sanford Friedrich
Staff Writer



Pharmacists should be prohibited 
from denying birth control to clients

World AIDS Day is a healthy 
reminder to get tested

We want to hear from you
Write a Letter to the Editor.

Word Limit is 250 words. 
Submit to Matthew Howard by 5 p.m. Friday

Editor.Carolinian@gmail.com

Claire Macomson
Staff Writer
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Did you know that pharmacists 
in this country have the right to 
deny women access to birth con-
trol and emergency contraception 
based on their own personal mor-
al opinions? Do you know that at 
some pharmacies, men are not 
allowed to buy emergency contra-
ception? Pharmacists are also not 
required to refer to a pharmacist 
who will. Though this has been 
law for several years, it is still im-
portant to discuss today. Both of 
these situations are very wrong. 
Control over one’s body and re-
production is a basic human right, 
and it is a right that this country 
should uphold. It is a travesty that 

we as a nation have given phar-
macists the ability to interfere into 
this personal and private matter.  

In some communities there are 
a very limited number of pharma-
cists available. In these communi-
ties, if the pharmacist is anti-birth 
control, women must travel far-
ther out of their way to find some-
one willing to fill their prescrip-
tion. Most women do not have the 
time and resources to find a will-
ing provider. These people are not 
doing their jobs; this should be a 
violation of law. 

Not only does birth control 
protect against pregnancy, it has 
other benefits as well. Most of my 
friends started hormonal birth 
control to ease the discomfort of 
menstruation and other femi-
nine health concerns. Sometimes 
women suffer from ovarian cysts. 
These cysts can grow to enormous 
sizes and cause significant dam-
age to the reproductive organs. If 
they rupture, they can not only 
send you to the hospital but put 
you out of commission for several 
days. Hormonal birth control is 
one of the ways to prevent cysts 
from forming and growing too 
large. Hormonal birth control can 
relieve legitimate health concerns. 
I do not see a moral quandary 

here.    
However, the moral quandary 

in question is sexual activity. The 
anti-birth control movement 
claims that it does not want to 
interfere with God’s plan to bring 
more children into this world 
by preventing pregnancy. These 
people are not being forced to 
use birth control and can choose 
to have as many children as their 
God sees fit. So that is not what 
this argument is about. In real-
ity, this is an attempt to control 
female sexuality. These people are 
nothing more than slut-shaming 
bigots who think they have an in-
herent right to police the rest of us 
for not conforming to their lim-
ited and narrow-minded view of 
sexuality. Their concept of ‘prop-
er’ female sexuality should not be 
enforced on the rest of us.       

Women are not the only ones 
getting screwed metaphorically 
by anti-birth control pharma-
cists. A man in Texas was denied 
emergency contraception at a 
Walgreens because he was a man 
and because they were concerned 
he was buying it for a girl who 
was under 17. For starters, this 
is gender discrimination and il-
legal. Law states that anyone over 
the age of 18 can buy emergency 

contraception without a prescrip-
tion. What makes this more ri-
diculous is that other women are 
buying emergency contraception 
for underage girls anyway. This 
has been happening since Plan B 
was cleared to be bought without 
prescription. There is no medical 
or scientific fact that emergency 
contraception should be restrict-
ed by prescription to girls under 
17.  This is not the first time any-
one, man or woman, has had to 
deal with the misguided attempts 
of a stranger to control their re-
productive options. It is pretty an-
noying to say the least.  

In the end do some of us have 
to right to impose our beliefs on 

other people? How is the belief of 
the pharmacist more important 
than the right of a woman to con-
trol her reproductive future? Birth 
control is an important aspect of 
being a woman. It is not some-
thing someone else should have a 
choice in. My reproductive right 
should not be infringed upon by 
a complete stranger’s moral quan-
dary. While I have been lucky so 
far, I cannot say around what kind 
of people I will always be around. 
Heaven help whatever pharmacist 
may deny me in the future. We 
can only hope this legislative trav-
esty is overturned before that can 
happen.     

Over the years as a writer for 
The Carolinian, I have written at 
length about HIV/AIDS. Every 
December 1st, the world comes 
together to acknowledge World 
AIDS Day. Since its discovery in 
the United States, in 1981, ac-
cording to the 2009 UNAIDS 
report, over 25 million people 
worldwide have died of compli-
cations to HIV/AIDS and over 33 
million are estimated to be living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

So why do I continue to stir the 
discussion about HIV/AIDS ev-
ery year? Why do I bother when 
so many have died, are dying, and 
many do not know their HIV/
AIDS status? Beyond just be-
ing a public health crisis abroad 
and domestically, HIV/AIDS 
continues to be a silent killer. It 
continues to afflict communities 
in ways many of us could not 
imagine, even here, in the United 
States. HIV/AIDS is no longer 
someone else’s problem, but ev-
eryone’s problem. 

However, more and more, 
those in the United States are 
ignoring the threat of HIV/
AIDS. Just this past year, many 
across the country, even in North 
Carolina, were put on waiting 
lists to receive life-saving HIV/
AIDS medications. Rates of HIV/
AIDS among men who have sex 
with men went up across all ma-
jor US cities, and in US prisons 
across the country, the rate of 
HIV/AIDS continues to be much 
higher than in the general public. 

So what can we do? For start-
ers, one has to know their status. 
In Greensboro, there are many 

Samantha Korb
Staff Writer

organizations where you can get 
free and confidential HIV/AIDS 
testing. Triad Health Project of-
fers free HIV/AIDS testing on 
Monday nights 5-7pm and you 
do not need an appointment. 
Their address is at 801 Summit 
Avenue in Greensboro. Other or-
ganizations, such as the Guilford 
County Department of Public 
Health offer free STI and HIV/
AIDS testing, but you need an 
appointment. To make an ap-
pointment, call 336-641-5563. 
Knowing your status is the first 
step. Regardless of your status, 
there are avenues of support, in-
cluding the organizations I men-
tioned above.  

If you are HIV negative, it 
doesn’t mean you will not be in 
a situation in the future where 
you could be HIV positive. One 
should get tested every 6 months 
to a year, depending on the sexu-
al partners one has, and if you are 
using intravenous drugs. I do not 
condone injecting drugs or ste-
roids, but if you do, one needs to 
use clean needles and get tested. If 
you are having sex, condoms are 
available at the Student Health 
Center on campus for free, and 
there are dental dams and female 
condoms at Triad Health Project. 

What we can do is also help our 
friends get tested and feel com-
fortable about using condoms 
and letting their partner(s) know 
they want to use condoms. Often 
times, perceptions about whether 
or not one feels like they should 
use condoms or dental dams 
comes from friends or peers. 
Helping to change those feelings 
will help them help others. While 
health educators can do a lot to 
help change behavior, friends and 

peers can also help change 
behavior as well.

Lastly, get involved in 
the community. This Sun-
day, Triad Health Project is 
putting on their 19 annual 
Winter Walk for AIDS. The 
walk starts at 2 p.m. at the 
War Memorial Stadium. 
You can walk by yourself, or 
with a team. Triad Health 
Project is raising money 
that enables them to give 
support to their HIV posi-
tive clients and help pro-
vide HIV/AIDS prevention 
and education to the Triad 
community. As a long-time 
supporter and volunteer 
of Triad Health Project, I 
know that the money goes a 
long way. I know we are all 
stressed out, especially the 
weekend before the last day 
of class. Let’s continue the 
holiday spirit year round 
and give to those who 
might not be able to help 
themselves. 

HIV/AIDS is a virus that 
sadly isn’t looking to leave 
us anytime soon. Till then, 
we can work to help pre-
vent HIV/AIDS from com-
ing into our lives and our 
communities. We can give 
support to those that are 
HIV positive or have AIDS, 
and we can help change be-
haviors so that HIV/AIDS 
is no longer a threat in the 
United States and abroad. 
We all are fighters in this; 
let’s build a force strong 
enough to make HIV/AIDS 
no more. 
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What the World Needs NoW Is:

Ryan Hecht
Sports Editor

Two years ago in Chapel Hill, a petite, unassuming singer-songwriter took 
the stage as the opener for the opener for the Bowerbirds. The floor was 
empty and the handful of people who arrived early sat in the dark along 
the wall. Over the sound of laughter and bottles clinking from the bar, she 
strummed her oversized red guitar and began to sing. I felt like an audience of 
one and Sharon Van Etten wouldn’t have it any other way.

With the release of her second LP titled epic, Van Etten expands her sound— 
enlisting a small band and backup vocalists—but continues to write to a solitary 
listener. She touches on heartbreak and the ill-effects that sometimes result from 
young, blind love. More so than in past work, Van Etten offers hope and reassurance 
that healed wounds make her stronger. Epic, beautiful, honest and surprisingly 
confident, is Van Etten’s most complete work to date. 

Most of the inspiration from epic and her 2009 debut release Because I Was in 
Love draws from a suffocating six years with her emo rocker boyfriend. She dropped 
out of college and followed him from her home in New Jersey to Tennessee 
and eventually Brooklyn. Somewhere in between, she started 
writing music. Her boyfriend dismissed her folk 
songs and told her they weren’t good enough to 
play for crowds. Only when he went on the road, 
did Van Etten sneak out and play her intimate 
songs about their relationship at open-mic 
nights.

Because I Was in Love is a culmination 
of all that pain into 11 tracks written 
to an unnamed “you.” On the opener, 
Van Etten coos “I wish I knew what 
to do with you / But the truth is I 
ain't got a clue.” She reprimands 
her scorned lover on “Consolation 
Prize,” “The moral of the story is 
don't walk away again / To find a 
better conversation” and herself on 
“For You,” shamefully repeating the 
commitment of “I do.” 

The appeal of this pseudo one-
sided conversation is that Van Etten’s 
confession of pain coincides with an 
invitation to mend. She’s asking for 
help but not to be shut up. In the 
liner notes, she thanks anyone 
who ever broke her heart so 
as she could write these songs. 
She presents this paradoxical 
sentiment in the rich “Much 
More Than That,” singing, “I sigh 
and then I frown / I write this 
moment down / 'Cause I cannot 
paint pictures with my tongue.”

Epic finds Van Etten much 
more comfortable in her skin. 
A few years removed from the 
heartbreak in Love, Van Etten is a 
stronger, matured woman that is 
less a victim and more a survivor. 
There’s a familiar sound to the 
opener “A Crime,” backed by 
only a guitar like her raw debut. 
The tone has changed, however, 
lowering her voice to say “Alone 
in this basement where I will 
write these songs / Of things I'll 
never say to you again and you 
know why.” 

For the first time, Van Etten 
crafts pop songs from her regret 
(“Peace Sign”, “One Day”) and is 
more expansive with the six-
minute haunting crescendo of 
“DsharpG.” Her vocal range is 
best showcased on “Save Yourself, 
a country ballad that would make 
Loretta Lynn proud. 

Despite the move to a bigger 
sound, Van Etten is still more 
impressive on the less dense 
tracks, particularly the moving 
finale of “Love More.” Over the 
soft hum of an accordion, she 
reflects again on her torrid affair: 
“Chained to the wall of our room 
/ Yeah you chained me like a dog 
in our room.” Rather than drown 
in self pity, she reminds herself 
that experience makes her want 
love even more.

See etten, page 8   photo Credit: ryan heCht
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Just because it’s the end 
of the year doesn’t mean 
it’s the end of new films.

123

123

BIG 
Movie

Preview!

Blane Stanaland
Staff Writer

photo Credit: JoSe haro

December Date 
TBD.

Releases: December 3, 2010

Releases: December 10, 
2010

Released: November 12, 2010

Produced for Tranquil Seas by Lorne 
Thyssen and Timothy J. Lewiston, 
directed by John Irvin and starring 
Mena Suvari, Jack Huston, Caterina 
Murino, Carmen Maura, Richard 
E. Grant and Matthew Modine, 
Hemingway's Garden Of Eden was 
adapted from the Ernest Hemingway 
book by former Paris Review editor 
James Scott Linville. The book 

was published posthumously and, when it finally hit the 
bookstores in 1986, it was an immediate success. It remains 
one of Hemingway's most debated novels.

Set in the jazz age years, prior to the depression, the story 
follows a successful young American writer, David Bourne 
(JACK HUSTON), and his beautiful wife, Catherine (MENA 
SUVARI), on their extended honeymoon in Europe. Catherine 
soon becomes restless and starts to test her husband's 
devotion, pushing him to the limits of her imagination.

Already unsure of the games his wife is playing, David 
is both 
uncomfortable 
and curious 
when she brings 
a sultry Italian 
girl, Marita 
(CATERINA 
MURINO), to 
spice things up. 
As the erotic 
game reaches new 
levels, the events 
that follow will 
change their lives 
forever.

I Love You Phillip Morris is the improbable 
but true story of a spectacularly charismatic 
conman’s journey from small-town 
businessman to flamboyant white-collar 
criminal, who repeatedly finds himself in 
trouble with the law and on the lam, brilliantly 
escaping from the Texas prison system on four 
separate occasions – all in the name of love. 
I Love You Phillip Morris, co-directed and 
co-written by Glenn Ficarra and John Requa 
(co-writers of Bad Santa), based on the non-
fiction book by former Houston Chronicle 
investigative reporter Steve McVicker, and 
starring Jim Carrey, Ewan McGregor, Leslie 
Mann and Rodrigo Santoro.

Biutiful is a love story 
between a father and his 
children. This is the journey 
of Uxbal, a conflicted man 
who struggles to reconcile 
fatherhood, love, spirituality, 
crime, guilt and mortality 
amidst the dangerous 
underworld of modern 
Barcelona. His livelihood is 
earned out of bounds, his 

sacrifices for his children know no bounds. Like life 
itself, this is a circular tale that ends where it begins. 
As fate encircles him and thresholds are crossed, a 
dim, redemptive road brightens, illuminating the 
inheritances bestowed from father to child, and the 
paternal guiding hand that navigates life’s corridors, 
whether bright, bad — or biutiful.

“Cool It blasts through the polarizing logjam of the 
climate change debate to bring a solid plan for solutions.” 

- director Ondi Timoner
Climate catastrophe? Normal solar activity? The end of 

civilization as we know it? Cool It is based upon the book 
of the same name and lectures by Bjorn Lomborg, the 
controversial author of The Skeptical Environmentalist. 
Acclaimed award-winning filmmaker Ondi Timoner 
travels the world with Lomborg exploring the real facts and 
true science of global warming and its impact. Lomborg 
is the founder of the economic think tank, Copenhagen 
Consensus, which brings together the world’s leading 
economists to prioritize major global problems -- among 

them malaria, the lack of 
potable water and HIV/
AIDS -- based upon a 
cost/benefit analysis of 
available solutions. Amidst 
the strong and polarized 
opinions within the global 
warming debate,  Cool 
It follows Lomborg on 
his mission to bring the 
smartest solutions to our 
energy needs, carbon 
emissions and other major 
problems in the world.

I LOVE YOU PHILLIP 
MORRIS

Cool It

Hemingway’s Garden of Eden

BIutIful

Javier Bardem as Uxbal and Hanaa Bouchaib as Ana in Director 
Alejandro González Iñárritu on the set of “Biutiful.”

CourteSy of roadSide attraCtionS

Bjorn Lomborg in “Cool It,” directed by Ondi Timoner.

photo Credit: glenn WatSon

Jim Carrey as Steven Russell and Rodrigo Santoro as Jimmy Kemple in “I 
Love You Phillip Morris,” directed by Glenn Ficarra and John Requa.

Mena Suvari as Catherine Bourne in “The Garden of 
Eden,” directed by John Irvin.

photo Credit: SuSan allnutt

Classes will end in a few days, and 
you may find yourself wondering 

how you can spend all your free time. 
A great idea would be to go to the 

movies. December is one of the best 
times of year for movie-going since 

studios hope to impress Oscar voters. 
Here are a few movies you should 

definitely think about seeing before 
classes resume:

— Black Swan — 
Darren Aronofsky’s film has been 

hyped since its premier in September 
as a must-see. Natalie Portman and 
Mila Kunis star as competing ballet 
dancers in a production of “Swan 
Lake.” The two take their roles very 
seriously and form a competitive 
attraction to one another. Kunis won 
an acting award for her performance, 
so perhaps she finally has the 
opportunity to be more than a pretty 
face. The movie begins playing in 
select theaters on December 3.

— The Chronicles of Narnia: 
Voyage of the Dawn Treader —

 Lucy and Edmund will return to 
Narnia for the third time starting 
on December 10. The movie will be 
distributed by Fox as Disney was very 
unimpressed by the box office gross 
of Prince Caspian. The film lingered 
in production for years, and people 
wondered if it would ever be made. 
It is fortunately based on a novel that 
is more popular than its predecessor 
was, so it should be better received. It 
will also be shown in 3D.

— Tron Legacy — 
Continuing a recent trend of 

remaking sequels from hit movies 
in the 80’s, a new Tron movie will be 
released on December 17. The first 
Tron came out in 1982 and was one 
of the first mainstream movies about 
video games. It helped revitalize a 
lagging game industry and started a 
media franchise. The sequel will offer 
a similar cyber setting as the first one 
but with obviously improved digital 
effects. It will surely compete for best 
visuals and possibly sound mixing at 
the next Academy Awards.

— True Grit — 
This one is a bit surprising as there 

hasn’t been a widely released Western 
since Appaloosa in 2008, and the 
original is highly regarded. The Coen 
Brothers directed it and said they 
wanted to make a movie version that 
was closer to the novel by Charles 
Portis. The first movie isn’t perfect by 
any means and its principal problem 
is that its young teen protagonist 
was played by a then 21 year-old 
Kim Darby. The new version has at 
least fixed that problem, but it will 
be difficult for Jeff Bridges to make 
John Wayne’s award-winning role as 
Sheriff Rooster Cogburn his own. It 
will be released on December 22.

— Blue Valentine — 
This is the one of the least talked-

about films of the winter season, 
but it won’t remain hidden for 
long. It is a dramatic romance film 
featuring Ryan Gosling and Michelle 
Williams as a married couple who 
have difficulties maintaining their 
relationship due to individual 
interests. The movie follows them 
over a period of a few years. It was 
screened out of competition at the 
Cannes Film Festival and begins 
limited release on December 31.

Not getting your film fix? You can get it live on the air every Tuesday on 
“The Movie Show” with Joe & Mike on UNCG’s own WUAG.103.1 FM. 

Or visit www.themovieshow.blogspot.com

As 2010 wraps up and the tempera-
ture cools down, movie releases and 
box office hits heat up. From indie 

grinds to big name blockbusters, A&E 
brings you the finest in late-year film 

releases. See you in the theatres! 
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Exploring today’s Hip-
Hop scene

the A&E Experience:

etten
from page 6

The New Music Review
Michael Hammersley

Special to the Carolinian

Outside of her own work, Van Etten 
has lent her talented voice to other 
projects. A few months ago, Megafaun 
performed covers of 1960’s folk in a series 
of three concerts in Durham and they 
called in Bon Iver’s Justin Vernon and 
Van Etten to back them. Her voice can 
also be heard on “Thirteen,” a spacious 
and chilling track on The Antlers’ widely 
acclaimed 2009 album Hospice. Van Etten 
has quietly become the Niki Minaj of folk 
music; call her in to feature and she’ll 
likely take over the track.

Performance presence is where Van 
Etten has shown the most noticeable 
growth. In 2008, she blew away audiences, 
but was shy and distant in doing so. 
Opening for Junip in Chapel Hill last 

Bumpin’ 
heads and 

thinkin’ 
minds

Ioan Opris
Staff Writer

The music world today is 
devastating—though there are 
so many artists trying to achieve 
success, it seems as if we’re stuck 
listening to the same messages 
about love, money and fame 
over and over again. In the 
genre of Hip-Hop and rap we’re 
bombarded with new artists 
weekly: there’s always that one 
rising Emcee with the new trend 
or that new underground group 
that puts together a hot beat 
and knows how to spit. It would 
be easy for me to tell you about 
the new artists that everyone 
is already talking about, your 
Drakes, Kid Cudis and Gucci 
Manes, but instead I’m going to 
treat you to a list of artists that 
will make you bump your head 
to their beats and think about 
what’s going on with their lyrics.

Shad (Shadrach Kabango)
Shad’s new album TSOL 

is astounding; his style is as 
authentic as his background. 
Shad credits himself as a 
Canadian rapper, though he was 
born in Kenya from Rwandan 
parents and was later raised in 
London, Ontario.  He is on his 
way towards a master’s degree 
in liberal studies and he is fluent 
in both English and French. This 
guy is a hustler, a thinker and a 
tremendous rapper. 

Top tracks: “Rose Garden,” 
“Yaa I Get It,” “Listen,” 

Tabi Bonney 
Tabi has got the swagger of the 

new school paying tribute to the 
old school—much like Shad, he 
is a poet of the word and a true 
Emcee every way you examine 
him. Born in Togo, West Africa, 
he has traveled all over the world, 
attended Florida A&M University 
where he received a degree in 
Biology Pre-Med and a masters 
in Biology. On top of that he was 
a member of Organized Rhyme 
and opened for acts like OutKast 
and LL Cool J. This guy has stats; 
his new album Fresh has sounds 
never before heard in Hip-Hop; 
his vision of music is far beyond 
from what most Emcees stick to 
these days. 

Top Tracks: “Make A Killin,’” 
“Radio,” “Nothin’ But A Hero,”

Big Boi
It’s true, Big Boi has been 

around for a while, as half of 
the world-class group OutKast 
he has been one of the biggest 
influences on Hip-Hop culture 
in the past two decades. But Big 
Boi knows how to keep himself 
fresh and new: just give his new 
album Sir Lucious Left Foot The 
Son Of Chico Dusty a listen and 
you will hear how innovative this 
guy is. After seeing him perform 
at MoogFest this past month you 
can see that he is feeling as fresh 
as ever. This is a must listen for 
anyone who understands where 
good rapping comes from. 

Top Tracks: “Shutterbug,” 
“Tangerine,” “Shine Blockas”  

A&E

month, Van Etten was more involved. 
“How are you doing?” she asked 

earnestly after her opening song. “I’m 
working on my conversation skills.” 
After making the crowd laugh with little 
anecdotes, she quipped sheepishly “I’m 
not funny always.” It’s refreshing to see an 
artist learning to be a performer and not 
the other way around.

Today, musicians like Sharon Van 
Etten seem too few and far between with 
the influx of auto-tune and Californian 
fantasies no one can relate to. On the 
surface, Van Etten’s best quality is her 
sultry voice, but it’s her song-writing 
that makes her so unique. The strength 
of epic is the intimacy with which Van 
Etten reveals herself. Like PJ Harvey’s 
Rid of Me and Frank Sinatra’s In the Wee 
Small Hours, epic might be a tough pill to 
swallow emotionally, but it’s the cure for 
common popular music.

With winter break rapidly 
approaching, many students are 
looking for something to occupy 
themselves over the time that 
they are free of school work. 
While many will turn to TV 
and movies, there are still some 
who enjoy spending the holidays 
inside with a good book rather 
than out in the cold. For those 
who don’t want to spend the 
break re-reading the Harry Potter 
series for the fifth time, here are 

some suggestions that will satisfy 
every craving. 

1.   “The Girl with the 
Dragon Tattoo” by Stieg Larson

This series has rightfully 
topped the NY Times bestsellers 
list for months. The first book 
begins with a Swedish journalist 
by the name of Mikael Blomkvist 
who, due to some poor legal 
choices, takes a hiatus from 
journalism in order to pursue a 
side project for another employer. 
In the process he meets Lisbeth 
Salander, a peculiar but brilliant 
young researcher, and together 
they try to solve a mystery of a 

missing girl that is 40 years cold. 
2. “The Hunger Games” 

by Suzzane Collins
An easier read, “Hunger 

Games” takes place in the ruins of 
North America where the capitol 
Panem, forces each of the nation’s 
twelve districts to send a teenage 
boy and girl to take part in the 
“Hunger Games,” a televised fight 
to the death.  Sixteen-year-old 
Katniss Everdeen is her family’s 
only chance at survival, so a lot 
rides on her when she is forced to 
represent her district in the fight. 

3. “The Sookie 
Stackhouse Novels” by 

Charlaine Harris
The premise for the TV show 

“True Blood,” the books focus 
around Sookie Stackhouse, 
a waitress in a small town in 
Louisiana called Bon Temps.  
Sookie’s life is changed forever 
when vampires “come out of the 
coffin,” and reveal themselves 
to the world, and one walks 
right into the bar where Sookie 
works. The series currently has 
ten books, with an eleventh 
on the way and leaves fans 
immediately wanting to start 
the next. 

4. “The Autobiography of 
Mark Twain, Volume 1” 

At his request, Mark Twain’s 

Your winter reading list:
autobiography was not fully 
published until 100 years after his 
death.  The reasoning behind this 
is that the book contains opinions 
that could have damaged Twain’s 
reputation. From childhood 
memories to commentary on 
Wall Street bankers and the 
American military, the book is 
the first of what will be three 
books that give a glimpse into his 
mind. 

5. “Earth (The Book)” by 
Jon Stewart and Others

Written by the cast of the 
Daily Show with Jon Stewart, 
“Earth” is a mock-Textbook that 
is designed to educate any aliens 
that may discover the planet in 
the future. A satiric look at the 
planet, the book provides laughs 
while covering the history of the 
Earth. 

6. “Cutting for Stone” by 
Abraham Verghese

Twin brothers, Marion and 
Shiva Stone, are left alone when 
their mother dies in childbirth 
and their father is nowhere to be 
found. Although they grow up 
in a politically injected Ethiopia, 
Marion flees to the US for another 
reason: a woman. He must then 
ask for help from his long-lost 
father and his brother who is the 
reason he left in the first place. 

Kaley Davis
Staff Writer

My life and involvement 
with The Carolinian is best 
described as a game of Pacman. 
Constantly and consistently I 
devour information in pursuit 
of creating the most detailed and 
stimulating stories for readers, 
fleeing from the hounding ghosts 
of fatigue and nocturnal activity. 
Thankfully, for some brief 
moments I get to chase after sleep 
in its vibrant and tantalizing 
state, hoping to catch maybe one 
or two winks and sending the 

One writer explores her experience working for The Carolinian’s Arts & Entertainment
Kaycie Coy

Staff Writer

ghosts of tension to their final 
resting place. Much like Pacman, 
my job at The Carolinian has 
been an addictive and satisfying 
experience.

When I hear my friends 
complain about their jobs, I 
wonder why they even applied 
in the first place if all it’s doing 
is making them miserable. 
I’ve always been taught to take 
advantage of the opportunities 
you’re given to the fullest extent 
and to live life as content as 
you can possibly be. It’s for that 
reason I vowed to take a dip into 
every career fantasy my mind 

concocted. Who wants to leave 
this world wondering why they 
didn’t try something different? 
Better yet, why would anyone 
want to spend their otherwise 
free time working when they 
could be having an enjoyable 
night on the town or spending 
time with friends?

As a staff writer I have had the 
opportunity to dive into the most 
culturally rich and stimulating 
experiences Greensboro and the 
surrounding area has to offer. I’ve 
learned to open my mind to the 
religions and beliefs of different 
peoples, discovered uncharted 

territories of thought through 
visual art, reconnected with the 
natural rhythms of earth and it’s 
people and found nirvana tucked 
away into the corner of multiple 
music venues. Unlike back home 
where I’ve grown roots for at least 
13 years, I know of more places to 
have a good time in Greensboro 
in less than two. Still, writing for 
the paper isn’t just a way for me 
to broaden my views that differ 
from the thriving life of my new 
home, but another opportunity 
for me to grow.

Working for The Carolinian, 
as well as any newspaper, takes 
more than skill in the English 
department. Confidence on the 
field and in yourself is necessary 
when it comes to communicating. 
The news you read online doesn’t 
pop up out of nowhere providing 
you with facts and opinions. 
Someone had to ask the questions 
and demand answers, which 
means talking to other people. I 
never had complete confidence 
in getting to know other people 
without fretting over what they 
thought of me until I joined the 
school newspaper. Not only has 
the experience improved my 
communication skills, it’s helped 
keep my writing sharp, making 
my performance in the classroom 
easier for me and desirable by my 
teachers.

Writing is my personal forte 
and has helped me realize what 
I want to do for the rest of my 
life. Chucking out articles every 
week may not be your skill, but 
that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t 
give your own personal talent the 
chance it deserves. This is college: 
take a chance and get to know 
yourself a little better.

THInk YOU HAVE A FUTURE 
In A&E? SEnD A SHORT A&E 

-RELATED WRITIng SAMPLE TO 
AE.CAROLInIAn@gMAIL.COM

North Elementary — Southern 
Rescue Trails

2 out of 5 stars

Hailing from Chapel Hill, 
North Elementary has released 
the follow-up to Not For Every-
one Just For You. Southern Res-
cue Trails is the fifth album in 
North Elementary’s discography, 
and to be quite honest, it’s a very 
weak effort. The music is boring, 
lacks inspiration and not a track 
on the album is very memorable. 
The instruments are all there: 
upbeat drums, fuzzy guitar riffs, 
spacey bass lines and keys. The 
most redeeming quality about 
them is that they hail from be-
loved Chapel Hill and have a 
song named after The Hillcrest 
Apartment complex.

Listen to Tracks: “War For 
Kicks” and “Hillcrest 101

Broken Records — Let Me 
Come Home

4 out of 5 stars

On their sophomore album, 
Scotland’s Broken Records have 
found an unforgettable sound. 
Influenced by Nick Cave, Spring-
steen and early REM, vocalist 
Jamie Sutherland sounds like 
Brandon Flowers some tracks 
and Win Butler of Arcade Fire on 
others. There are so many differ-
ent instruments used on this al-
bum it sounds as though there is 
an orchestra backing a rock band, 
and it works. Powerfully moving 
tracks such as “Aliene” will have 
you pressing the repeat button 
again and again. The album is 
eerily depressing in the way that 
makes you feel better. Suther-
land screaming, “Don’t give up 
your hands! Don’t give up your 
hands!” on Aliene will send chills 
up your spine. This album is for 
fans of The Arcade Fire, The Kill-
ers and The Verve.

Listen to Tracks: “The Leaving 
Song,” “Aliene,” and “I Used To 
Dream.”
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WUAG Presents
Tuesday, November 30th

Dustin Wong
Avocado Happy Hour

Holy Ghost Party
@ The Green Bean (341 S. Elm 

Street)
Free Show 7:00 p.m.on
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Kaycie Coy
Staff  Writer

Remember courteous driving etiquette 

Steam leads the way for the digital distribution of  video games

See SteAm, page 11

With the holiday traffi  c hav-
ing come and gone, we’ve bound 
to come across a couple of rude 
and obnoxious drivers. Th e rush 
of leaving work, packing up and 
hauling tail across the states to 
family would make you think 
people would take a little more 
care in their driving. Still, cau-
tion is thrown to the wind for 
turkey legs and canned yams. 
What we need is a little more 
common sense and a lot less pri-
mal instinct to rush forth and 
conquer. Let these lessons of the 
road help guide you towards the 
next holiday season with more 
of an appreciation for life and 
awareness of the roads.

Use your turn signals. Flash-
ing lights aren’t just an indication 
for where to buy your drinks or 
dance the night away. If you plan 
on making it to an event without 
being rear ended or sideswiped, 
you need to make others aware 
of where you’re going. One too 
many times I have heard stories 
of my friend’s Girl Scout leader 
getting into accidents because 
she failed to use her signal. Not 
only is it a hazard for the health 
of passengers, but for the welfare 
of those surrounding them. Driv-
ers tend to become aggravated 
over the actions, or lack of ac-
tion, performed by other drivers. 
Aggression is contagious, much 
like a yawn, and can spread like 
wildfi re, causing unnecessary 
road rage that leads to even more 

reckless acts. A fl ick of the wrist 
and your free: it’s simple and 
routine, so why forget about it?

Prevent distractions. I com-
pletely understand how de-
manding friends, relationships 
and a job can be, but they are not 
as important as your personal 
safety. For the sake of your life 
and others please have the cour-
tesy and sense to put away your 
phone. Laws and boundaries are 
created for a reason, and testing 
the boundaries of your coordi-
nation on the road behind the 
wheel of a two ton hunk of high 
velocity metal does not make 
you a multi-tasking extraordi-
naire. If you want to impress 
someone, pull to the side of the 
road or into a parking lot where 
you can focus all of your atten-
tion on the people who need you. 
Even with hands free technology, 
your mind is being occupied by 
too many things at once. Hav-
ing your hands on the wheel and 
your feet on the pedals are not 

enough evidence for a safe driver.
Maintain distance and speed. 

Curiosity killed the cat and can 
do just as much damage to you. 
If an accident occurs on the 
road and people are already on 
the scene to help, keep moving. 
When you slow down to observe 
the wreckage it is both rude in 
the sense of nosiness and wor-
thy of causing another fender 
bender. People will bunch up 
in an attempt to make the line 
move faster, only to make the 
road more treacherous. Sustain 
a steady speed and distance so 
traffi  c will fl ow without a hitch 
to allow emergency vehicles easy 
access and prevent the loss of life.

As a victim of lead foot syn-
drome, technology, and curiosi-
ty, it can be diffi  cult to stray away 
from the temptations of the road. 
If you ever want to kick these 
habits, keep in mind the dangers 
you could be putting yourself 
and others in.

Neil Goodman
Senior Writer

Th e Internet has given lim-
itless opportunities to those 
who want to share information. 
However, products that are es-
sentially just information, such 
as music and movies, can be 
shared as well, regardless of how 
they are supposed to be distrib-
uted. Video games are especially 
vulnerable; they are already in-
tended to be on a computer. It 
has fallen upon publishers of 
video games to come up with 
innovative methods of distribu-
tion that embrace the abilities of 
the Internet, rather than fi ght it, 
and Valve Co.’s Steam program 
is far and away the leader of the 
market.

Steam is a digital distribution 
service, allowing customers to 
purchase and download video 
games directly from Steam’s 
servers to the user’s hard drive. 
Downloading the Steam pro-
gram is free, but the user is re-
quired to create a username and 
password associated with a valid 
email, similarly to any other on-
line retailer. Th e Steam program 
then off ers a “store” page, where 
over 1200 games can be pur-
chased with a credit card. Th e 
games that are purchased can 
then be downloaded to any com-
puter as many times as the user 

wishes as long as the computer 
has Steam installed and the user 
gives their username and pass-
word. Th e game can be deleted 
and reinstalled at will. Th e user 
essentially buys the rights to the 
game. 

Th is system allows for a num-
ber of advantages over conven-
tional physical distribution. 
Steam removes the need for 
users to keep track of physical 

CD’s, unlock keys, and other at-
tempts at physical Digital Rights 
Management. It automatically 
downloads, patches and updates 
soft ware. DLC, downloadable 
content, is automatically associ-
ated with the game purchased 
and is downloaded along with 
the game itself. Steam has a basic 
social system, allowing people 
to register other Steam users as 
friends, letting users join their 

friends in multiplayer games, 
compare game statistics and 
achievements, and chat through 
text or voice. Games can store 
user information in the “Steam 
Cloud”, a virtual store of data 
where save games, user option 
preferences, and other user in-
formation can be kept, regard-
less of which computer the game 
is downloaded on. Games can 
integrate Steam’s multiplayer 

system, allowing users to fi nd 
servers, use matchmaking, and 
VAC, Valve’s proprietary Anti-
Cheat system. Steam was re-
leased for Mac OS in the spring 
of this year, encouraging devel-
opers to release games for a plat-
form that was usually ignored. 
Th ese are all technical advantag-
es, but there are economic ones 

Th is year, retailers and out-
lets experienced increased sales 
over Black Friday. Black Friday 
is the day aft er Th anksgiving 
when apparel, electronics and 
other items go on 
sale; it is usually 
one of the busiest 
shopping days of 
the year. Accord-
ing to Wikipe-
dia, Black Friday 
is not actually a 
holiday, but many 
employers outside 
of the retail sector 
give their employ-
ees the day off , 
thereby increas-
ing numbers of potential shop-
pers.  Th e name “Black Friday” 
was coined and popularized in 
the late 60’s and 70’s in newspa-
per articles from the New York 
Times and Associated Press. Th e 
name “Black Friday” was actu-
ally a euphemism used by the 
Philadelphia Police Department, 
used to describe the mobs of 
traffi  c and people in the down-
town area from opening to clos-
ing time at stores. Many outlets 
open up early on Black Friday 
and shoppers in search of a deal 
may arrive in the earliest hours 
of the morning to cash in early. If 
you are interested in the history 

of the holiday, there is a website 
called Blackfriday.com which 
delves into that along with news, 
special deals and advertisements 
on the holiday.

So far, retailers have reported 
that this year the turnout at their 
stores was better than the last. 

One might 
surmise that 
this is a refl ec-
tion of a slight 
improvement 
in the econo-
my since last 
year, or at least 
an increased 
willingness to 
spend money. 
Initial reports 
from Coremet-
rics, a company 

that tracks online sales, states 
that online shopping was up 
15.9 percent from last year. Fur-
ther data from department store 
websites show that customers, on 
average spent 17.7 percent more 
time on those sites than last year. 
If nothing else, we see as a trend 
that more and more shopping is 
being done online, refl ecting a 
new reality in the world of retail.

Elsewhere, the numbers com-
ing in seemed more modest. 
While the National Retail Fed-
eration said the number of shop-
pers jumped up 3 percent to 

See FridAy, page 11

Black Friday 2010: A 
Little Rosier This Year 
Dominick Milford

Staff  Writer

“Black Friday” was 
coined and popular-
ized in the late 60’s 
and 70’s in newspa-
per articles from the 
New York Times and 
Associated Press

Have a question?
Write to advice columnist Kaycie Coy.

Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. 

Advice.Carolinian@gmail.com
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Chris Sanders
Special to the Carolinian

Ring Posts

Survivor Series leads to a title change on RAW

Taking the gRE, gMAT or LSAT?

We start off this month’s pay 
per view with a United States 
Championship match between 
the champ Daniel Bryan and Ted 
Dibiase who was joined by trophy 
girlfriend, Maryse. What began 
as a lackluster match-up between 
a likeable guy with great talent 
and a guy with a stupid gimmick 
and an even more stupid entrance 
song, turned into an interest-
ing bout between a very capable, 
talented individual (Bryan) and 
a guy who didn’t screw that up 
(DiBiase). During the match, the 
house lights kept turning on and 
off. I wasn’t sure if that was a mis-
take on the part of the production 
crew but I found myself immedi-
ately questioning on whether ei-
ther man had some sort of rivalry 
with the Undertaker. The lights 
came back on and the match end-
ed by Bryan retaining the title by 
forcing Dibiase to tap out with his 
LaBelle Lock.

After the match, The Miz came 
out of nowhere an knocked out 
Daniel Bryan with his Money 
in the Back briefcase. Miz grabs 
a mic and reminds all of us that 
they are in Miami, home to an 
overrated basketball team and 
Lebron jokes ensue. He finally 
finds the chase and cuts to it by 
threatening to cash in his title 
opportunity.

Next up is Mayonnaise (Shea-

mus) and John Morrison and 
they settle their rivalry that wasn’t 
really their rivalry, it was really a 
rivalry between White lighten-
ing (Sheamus) and Santino with 
Morrison butting in when he 
deemed fit. Sheamus gets called a 
bully and Morrison gives him the 
end.

Mr. Ziggles has impressed me 
and my friends lately with his 
matches against Daniel Bryan 
and I have noted in previous arti-
cles how he’s coming into his own 
and needs to move on without 
Vickie Guerrero. With that being 
said, his Intercontinental Cham-
pionship match against Kaval was 
highly anticipated. Kaval showed 
his acrobatic skills and proved 
that he can be the next (better) 
Rey Mysterio. The match was def-
initely a show stealer as both men 
put on quite a show that ended 
with Ziggles getting the pin and 
keeping his belt.

Next up is the traditional 
Survivor Series elimination tag 
match between Team Mysterio 
and Team Del Rio because we 
totally haven’t seen this same ex-
act match-up at all within the last 
month. I’m refusing to talk about 
this match because I’m tired of it. 
Team Mysterio wins and nobody 
cares.

WWE found a way to follow 
that match with a match that I 
cared even less about, the Divas 
Title Match between LayCool and 
Natalya. Natalya won, Beth Phoe-
nix came back, LayCool got beat 
up, the end.

Because Kane found a way to 
get rid of the Undertaker last pa-

perview, he moved onto the next 
opponent, Edge, who has been 
a thorn in Kane’s foot as of late. 
Edge has been spending the past 
several weeks on Smackdown 
with Kane’s Father kidnapped and 
tied to a wheelchair. While to-
night’s match for Edge was about 
the belt, Kane has a personal level 
of involvement. The two had a 
decent match that left both in a 
heap on the mat with arms en-
tangled so the ref made the three 
count for a tie and the arena left 
confused. A terrible way to end a 
match.

Justin Gabriel and Heath Slater 
retained their tag titles against the 
joke team of Santino and Vladi-
mir Kozlov.

Finally, the highly anticipated 
Championship match between 
Randy Orton and Wade Bar-
rett with John Cena serving as 
the guest referee. The stipula-
tion was if Wade Barrett won the 
title then Cena will be free of the 
Nexus however, if Orton retains 
the belt then John Cena is fired 
from the WWE. Cena did as he 
promised and called the match 
down the middle which angered 
Barrett. Cena finally had enough 
and pushes Barrett into an RKO 
where Cena gave a slow 3 count, 
ending his career in the WWE.

On the next night on Raw, Bar-
rett allowed John Cena to make  
his final farewell before forcing 
him to leave the building. While 
most of Cena’s farewell speech  is 
directed to thanking the fans for 
all their support over the years 
(even those who chant “Cena 
Sucks” during his matches), he 

takes some time to warn Barrett 
that trying to get the belt by “tak-
ing shortcuts” will never get him 
the career that he wants. Later 
that night, Barrett had a rematch 
for the belt against Orton and at-
tempted to gain an advantage by 
ordering Nexus to attack Orton 
before the bell rang, damaging 
his leg. During the match, Cena, 
as a fulfilment of his earlier warn-
ing,  came from out of the crowd 
and attacked Barrett and then 
fled the scene when the other 
Nexus members came after him. 
They all ran back into the crowd, 
Security and Nexus chased Cena. 
Back in the ring, Randy Orton 
finished off Barrett and retained 
once again. Orton celebrated 
his victory and the Miz stormed 
down the ramp to cash in his title 
opportunity. Orton tried to put 
up a fight but the fresh Miz was 
too much for him and is the new 
WWE champion.

Miz has been carrying around 
the Money in The Bank brief-
case since the pay per view sev-
eral months ago, and while it 
strengthened his character to 
have him hold on to the case, it 
is interesting to look forward to 
what he might do now that he 
has won the belt. Miz has already 
proven himself both on the mic 
and in ring. Hopefully he can 
keep this momentum  going. 

Things to look forward to:
A 3-hour Raw on November 29 

featuring the return of the King of 
the Ring Tournament

This month’s pay per view is 
Tables, Ladders and Chairs on 
December 19.

138 million in 2010, other sales 
metrics came in weaker more 
modest than expected. The in-
crease year over year, accord-
ing to research by ShopperTrak, 
was just .3% which was the same 
increase as last year, lower than 
expected.  However, the Wall 
Street Journal quoted Shopper-
Trak founder Bill Martin, who 
attempted to explain this issue. 
“Retailers were very conscious of 
driving traffic early in November 
and in doing so some might have 
thinned Black Friday spend-
ing a bit. The reality is we have 
a deal driven consumer in 2010 
and that consumer responded 
to some of the earliest deep dis-
counts we’ve even seen for the 
holiday,” he said. ShopperTrak 
estimated that sales during the 
first two weeks of November 
were up by 6.1 percent and 6.2 
percent, respectively. 

Wal-Mart, the largest retailer 
and employer in the U.S., had 
some great deals across the board 
this year. An Acer Netbook pack-
age, complete with Microsoft Of-
fice, wireless mouse, a 4GB flash 
drive or carrying case sold for 
just $298. A variety of televisions 
were also up for grabs, including 
32-inch flat screens from Em-
erson and Samsung, selling at 
between $198 and $328. Many 
quality games for the Nintendo 
Wii were being sold for between 
$10 and $29.

The fear at present is that 
stores have already put their best 
foot forward, offering the low-
est discounts and even staying 
open through Thanksgiving Day 
and into the night in some cases. 
If that is so, the National Retail 
Federation estimate of a 2.3 per-
cent increase in holiday shop-
ping could be overstated, which 
would might be a slight shock for 
retailers and their stock prices, 
since they are dependent on the 
holiday season for most of their 
earnings. Other estimates say 
that up to 4 out of 5 people have 
already done Christmas shop-
ping by now. Putting numbers 
aside however, one must say that 
there are very good deals to be 
had still, and the holiday shop-
ping season is still far from over, 
although there may not be many 
fireworks left. Nonetheless, the 
numbers are sure to beat those 
of last year’s extremely bad shop-
ping season and that is enough 
to say that most retailers are not 
just looking at the holidays 2010 
with rose colored glasses.

as well.
The only costs to Valve for 

running Steam are maintenance 
of the site and the considerable 
server space in which it rests. 
Conventional physical retail re-
quires physical CDs or DVDs 
to be printed, along with paper 
manuals, and all of that needs 
to be boxed and packaged. The 
packages then need to be physi-
cally carried to retailers across 
the world, where they compete 
for shelf space with other prod-
ucts. Even in 2002, Gabe New-
ell, CEO of Valve Co., claimed 
that for a $50 game sold, average 
gross profit was around $7.50, 
whereas on Steam, average gross 
profit was around $30.00. This 

incredibly high profit margin 
allows small independent devel-
opers to release games to a huge 
market of buyers, something im-
possible in physical retail. Fur-
thermore, because Steam servers 
must be maintained no matter 
how many people purchase a 
particular game, Valve incurs 
the same costs for Steam regard-
less of sales volume. Games have 
a high initial price in order to 
pay for these costs extended over 
time, so Valve makes back its 
costs within the first few weeks 
of a game being on sale. There-
fore, any sales past this point are 
pure profit. This allows Steam 
offer huge discounts, such the 
Nov. 24-29 “Give and Get” Sale, 
where games were be marked off 
by as much as 75 percent. 

This not to say that there are 
no disadvantages to Steam. In-
ternational distribution is prob-
lematic, handling of dollar to 

euro pricing can cause games to 
be much more expensive over-
seas. Games that are purchased 
through physical retail may re-
quire the user to use Steam to 
validate the purchase as a form of 
DRM. All games can be played in 
offline mode, but the user must 
have online access to games to 
validate anything they purchase. 
In the event of technical failure 
of Steam, or permanent unavail-
ability of Steam servers, Valve is 
not legally obligated to disable 
validation. Steam also collects 
user data, such as usage time, 
stability, and program perfor-
mance. Some of this informa-
tion is then available publicly. 
Valve claims the purpose of this 
is assist with technical support, 
but privacy advocates have ex-
pressed concerns.

Steam has the problems inher-
ent to DRM, but it is minimal 
compared to competitors such 
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as Microsoft’s Games for Win-
dows Live or individual game’s 
DRM systems like Sony’s Se-
cuROM. Some of these systems 
are unnecessarily onerous, such 
as allowing only 3 installations 
or requiring continuous online 
validation, without providing 
any services to the consumer 
in return. Steam gives the user 
a large number of features and 
advantages in return some of the 
disadvantages of DRM, and sales 
numbers show that people are 
willing to accept that trade off. 
Although exact sales figures are 
not published by Valve, Steam as 
over 30 million active user ac-
counts and is estimated to con-
trol 70 percent of the digital dis-
tribution market. Like or dislike, 
Steam has proven itself to be the 
dominant force in PC gaming, 
and looks to maintain that posi-
tion into the foreseeable future.
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The hardest working man in basketball

Coping with Doping: Contador’s battle and Schleck’s honeymoon

Cycling, as noted in the 
November 2 issue of The 
Carolinian, is coping with doping. 
It seems as though the current 
state of the sport is similar to that 
of Major League Baseball from 
2002 to 2005; a policy exists to 
stop performance enhancing drug 
use, however, the strength of the 
program is unproven and under 
criticism from athletes, scientists, 
and even cycling officials. 

As the season has recently come 
to a close, cyclists have begun to 
transfer to new teams. The 2011 
season will see, most notably, 
the creation of the Luxembourg 
Pro Cycling Project by two 
time Tour de France runner-up 
Andy Schleck. Schleck and his 
older brother Frank, natives of 
Luxembourg, left Bjarne Riis’ 
Team Saxo Bank to start the 
project. The Luxembourg roster 
will be strong with both Schlecks 
and former Saxo Bank teammate 
Jens Voigt joining and bringing 
15 years of experience with him. 
World time-trial champion Fabian 
Cancellara is rumored to join soon 
and Stuart O’Grady will also add 
to the young supporting cast for 
the Schlecks.

Saxo Bank will lose most 
of its firepower from the past 
year, however, Riis attempted 
to neutralize the loss by signing 
three time Tour de France and 
2010 winner Alberto Contador, a 
signing that may never transpire 
as Contador is alleged to have 
doped during the 2010 Tour. 

If there wasn’t enough of a 
rivalry between Andy Schleck and 
Contador, Cancellara fueled more 
fire, telling Spanish news outlet 
Diario Vasco that, “Bjarne Riis has 
been very important for my career, 
but when Alberto Contador was 
signed, I knew that would mean 
significant changes for me.”

Cancellara continued, “At Saxo 
Bank we had a great time and I 
want to continue with that group of 
people.” The Luxembourg Project 
is currently living a honeymoon 
with the signing of the former Saxo 
Bank cast and Andy Schleck has 
established himself as a dominant 
cyclist in the mountains. 

It appears as though Contador 
feels the same way about his 
old Astana team as Cancellara 
feels about Riis. Contador tested 
positive for the banned substance 
clenbuterol during the second 
rest day of the Tour and now it is 
rumored that plasticizers were also 
found in his system. Plasticizers 
are often found in one’s system 
after blood transfusions, as they 
are a substance in IV bags.  

The Spaniard said of his old 
Astana team, “Everyone acts in a 
certain way at certain times, but 
it’s fair to say that as far as I’m 
concerned they haven’t shown me 
the same respect I’ve shown them.” 

Contador is currently 
suspended by the International 
Cycling Union (UCI) and will face 
a two year ban if found guilty. He 
will also lose his 2010 Tour title. 
Contador continues to deny that 
he used clenbuterol and that the 
drug entered his system through 
contaminated meat that was 
brought across the spanish-french 
border during the last days of 
the Tour. “It’s early to say it right 
now... but I cannot assure you that 
I would continue,” a shaken up 
Contador talking of retirement 
told Rueters of the pending two-
year ban. 

Contador even told French news 
outlet L’Equipe that, “Everything I 
have sacrificed for this sport has 
been unjustly swept away in two 
days: I don’t admit to it. I will only 
fight so that the truth be known, 
but the harm that has been done 
to me is incalculable.” 

Riis has supported Contador 
throughout the past few months 

where Contador has made few 
public appearances. Riis told 
Danish website DR.DK, “I’ve just 
met with Alberto Contador and 
I have no reason not to believe in 
him.” However Riis continued, 
“I am afraid that it will end up as 
a political game - and I hope it 
does not. It would be extremely 
unfortunate for all parties.”

Unfortunate for all parties 
indeed, as Contador may leave 
Saxo Bank in the dust, his rivalry 
with Schleck, and a sport that 
desperately needs him for global 
interest to remain high. Contador 
in the world of cycling can be 
compared to Tiger Woods before 
his recent controversy; He has 
fans in Spain who adore him and 
the rest of the world watches with 
a knot in their stomach, hoping 
Schleck or another will defeat 
him, but also amazed by his ability 
to climb the mountains with his 
“dancing on the pedals” style. 
Contador’s strength in both the 
mountains and the time trial truly 
set him apart from the majority 
of the peloton and only Schleck 
rivaled him in the Tour in 2010. 

Riis did acknowledge that he 
is close to completing his team, 
however, “it is still very open,” he 
said. “It depends so much on who 
is coming.” The delay of Contador’s 
arrival could drastically hinder 
Saxo Bank’s rebuilding and even 
crush the team that finished 
strong in the Tour de France and 
the Veulta a Espana. Andy Schleck 
finished second in the Tour with 
two stage wins and Cancellara won 
both the prologue and individual 
time trial. Frank Schleck finished 
fifth in the Vuelta and Voigt played 
a great supporting role in Andy’s 
Tour finish. 

Schleck left Riis Saxo Bank 
Team on a sour note because he 
was forced to withdrawal from the 
Vuelta after staying up for a drink 
with O’Grady after dinner. Andy 
Schleck and O’Grady would have 

been key to propel Frank Schleck 
to a podium spot, however fifth 
for the older brother isn’t too bad 
either. 

The departure of the Schleck’s 
for Riis is bad enough, however, 
the loss of O’Grady, Voigt, and 
Cancellara with the added 
controversy of Contador may be 
enough to sink Saxo Bank for the 
2011 season before it even begins. 
Contador was confirmed to attend 
the first training camp for Saxo 
Bank that began on Sunday. 

Contador’s innocence will 
be determined by the Spanish 
Cycling Federation (SCF) and the 
UCI. The SCF, who promotes the 
sport in Spain and also determines 
suspensions for doping violations, 
must decide the winner of their 
dual-mandate. Juan Carlos 
Castano, the head of the SCF, 
told a Spanish radio station that 
he wished Contador was cleared. 
“Not only for the benefit of the 
cyclist, but it would be good for 
cycling,” he said. “I’ve known him 
since he was very young. I can’t 
help but feel this empathy with 
Alberto Contador.”

The SCF must decide what 
to do with Contador. Jonathan 
Vaughters, director of the 
Garmin-Transitions team, told 
the New York Times, “Those 
guys have a very, very difficult 
job in front of them to maintain 
absolute objectivity. Contador is a 
huge celebrity in his country, and 
I’m sure that’s in the back of their 
minds.” 

Vaughters continues, “They 
are scared of what happens to 
the sport if they convict him, and 
they’re scared of what happens if 
they don’t convict him.”

Whatever the SCF decides, 
the World Anti-Doping Agency 
(WADA) has the right to appeal 
the decision if they do not agree. 
Like Riis, the SCF is almost in a 
lose-lose situation. Contador is 
their golden-boy, and they either 

suspend him and risk losing him 
to retirement, or they let him go 
and risk looking bad in front of 
WADA, the UCI and the world. 
It’s a catch-22. 

Recently presented to the SCF 
was a WADA report that declared 
that the meat from the butchers 
shop where Contador received 
his beef during the Tour did not 
contain traces of clenbuterol. The 
use of the drug in livestock to 
build muscle is prohibited in the 
European Union. Cyclingnews 
also writes that WADA supplied 
a report from the E.U. that in the 
analysis of 300,000 meat samples 
in 2008, “Only a single sample 
showed even the possibility of 
contamination with clenbuterol.”

Cyclingnews continues “The 
document concludes that 
Contador’s test results show that 
minimal amounts of clenbuterol 
had been ingested, but that they 
did not come from meat that had 
possibly been contaminated.”

If it is true that the Spaniard 
both used clenbuterol, even in 
small amounts, and that the level 
of plasticizers is significant, then 
his reaction indicates that he will 
retire. It is a shame that such a 
competitor: a Giro d’Italia, Vuelta, 
and three time Tour winner, will 
leave the sport in controversy. 
Contador has never found himself 
in the right place at the right time, 
and if these allegations are in fact a 
political battle in the UCI, cycling 
will never recover, but this is 
unlikely. 

The legal process and ongoing 
investigation will take months, 
if not years to finish, leaving 
Contador, Riis, and cycling with 
looming question marks. 

Contador does have one thing 
right, however: “The truth is that it 
hurts you because something new 
comes out every day, and creates 
headlines in places that don’t give 
you any coverage when you win 
the Tour de France.”

Reading what Ron Artest had 
to say in the August issue of ESPN 
the magazine reminded me of a 
few things I had forgotten about 
Kobe Bryant.  These things were 
good.  Maybe I hadn’t forgotten 
them, rather it was more that what 
Artest said reinforced what I had 
heard about what Kobe Bryant 
did off the court to prepare in the 
past.    

In the August issue, ESPN 
asked Ron Artest to be the editor, 
titled “Revenge of the Jocks” 
with this edition of the magazine 
edited by the players rather than 
by sportswriters.  Artest, now 
somewhat of an NBA success story 
going from the moody “thug” 
who started the brawl against 
the Pacers a few years ago to the 
guy you want on your team in the 
NBA playoffs.  Many events and 
people have helped develop Artest 
as a team player, and it seems one 
of those people is Kobe Bryant, 
arguably the most effective leader 
in the NBA today.   Artest is 
asked in an interview “What are 
your thoughts on Kobe?” Artest 
responds:

“We’ll be on the plane, playing 
cards.  Kobe will walk up, stop 
the game and say “Ron, come to 
the back of the plane.”  Then, he’ll 

show me some tape and say, “Look 
at this.  Here’s what you need to 
do.”  I’ll go back to my seat….And 
it doesn’t matter if you’re sleeping.  
He’ll wake you up and show you 
things you’ve never thought 
about.  He puts so much time and 
passion into his game.  I have no 
problem following somebody 
who’s worth being followed, who 
works as hard as me.  I will follow 
Kobe anywhere.”  

To hear this from Ron Artest is 
another step for maturity for him.  
He continues to surprise us with 
his switch from a self-centered 
approach to a team-centered 
approach.  But at the same time 
it says a lot about Kobe Bryant as 
well.  Both of these players have 
grown up from being known 
by their egos to the more recent 
humble approaches that has 
led to the NBA championship 
this past season.  For Artest, it 
seems he has always had the 
passion, he just needed to become 
humble enough to accept a role 
on na already established team.  
Artest’s story is a bright spot in 
professional sports today of the 
individualistic mindset shifting to 
the team-centered approach. 

As it is apparent in the quote 
above, Kobe’s devotion to film 
is evidence of his excellence.  
Perhaps you cannot separate Kobe 
from his past of being a kind of 

angsty, cocky guy who seems to 
be bent on defining himself from 
“help” from Shaq and the expert’s 
statistical comparisons to Jordan.  
These will always be associated 
with Kobe.  If you even casually 
followed the NBA this season, 
you would have seen numerous 
highlights of Kobe hitting game 
winners.  They seemed lucky.  Yet 
look closer and you will see it 
wasn’t completely an accident that 
he hit those shots.  

Chris Ballard, writer for Sports 
Illustrated, discussed Kobe’s 
determination to win in his 2008 
book “The Art of a Beautiful 
Game: The Thinking Fan’s Guide 
to the NBA.”  Ballard starts off 
discussing Kobe Bryant’s early 
years, specifically one instance 
during his junior year of high 
school when Lower Merion lost 
an important game. In his book 
Ballard goes into Kobe Bryant’s 
unique desire to win even when 
he was in high school, he says:

“Now it’s 1995.  Kobe is the 
senior leader on the Lower Merion 
team, and he is obsessed with 
winning a state championship.  
He comes to the gym at 5am to 
work out before school stays until 
7pm afterward.  It’s all a part of the 
plan, when Lower Merion lost in 
the playoffs the previous spring, 
Kobe stood up in the locker room, 
interrupting the seniors as they 

hugged each other in an attempt 
at closure and guaranteed a state 
title, adding “The work starts 
now.”  

Ballard goes onto to explain 
how determined Kobe is with 
his teammates, getting angry 
at them if they slack off in 
practice at all, or at least those 
players who were on his team 
in a scrimmage.  While Kobe’s 
confidence comes from the fact 
that he’s a little bit too egotistical 
at least earlier in his career, he 
doesn’t let those people on his 
team slack at all.  This is certainly 
something to think about in terms 
of thinking about excellence in 
anything.  Leaders cannot be too 
ridiculously demanding of their 
teammates, but at the same time, 
it seems someone who wants 
excellence doesn’t let people slack.  
Great leaders set the bar high for 
themselves and their peers. 

After he arrived in the NBA, 
as Ballard found out, Kobe 
continued to work very hard off 
the court: 

“Now it’s 1999, and Bryant is 
coming off a season in which 
he averaged 19.9 points.  At this 
juncture, already accomplished, 
most 21-year-olds might see fit 
to spend part of their summers 
screwing around.  He watches 
boxes of videotape, pores over 
Dean Smith’s Basketball: Multiple 
Offense and Defense and practices 
relentlessly.” 

Interesting that a 21 year 
old would study Dean Smith’s 
books and watch videos of 
himself playing.  Does this have 
anything to do with him winning 
a championship this season?  I 
would probably say yes.  (I am a 
Duke fan, and I wonder why Kobe 
wasn’t studying Coach K’s style 
of play.  If I were good enough to 
make it to the NBA, I would study 
both Dean Smith and Coach 
K’s films.  I guess when you are 
a student of the game, it doesn’t 
matter what color blue you like 
better.)  Yet it is interesting that 
he would do something that 
most coaches spend their free 
time doing.   At what point did 
he learn how to be so studious 
about his game?  Whatever he did, 
it is working ten years later, as he 
just won another championship.  
I don’t know if I will ever coach 
a sports team, I hope that I get 
the chance to, whether that be in 
baseball, football or basketball.  
However I’ll have this in my mind: 
Kobe studied Dean Smith.  

And then finally, I think this 
paragraph is evidence of why 
Kobe Bryant hit about six game 
winners last season: 

“Bryant now kept NBA 
teammates after practice as guinea 
pigs.  ‘He was notorious for asking 
me to stay late to work on a move.’ 
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difference next year is I don’t 
think the conference is going to 
rank us 6th in the pre season again. 
The bulls eye is bigger, people 
know who Hakan [Ilhan]is, they 
know who Eli [Garner] is and 
they know who Brian Graham is, 
they are marked men now, so we 
won’t be such a surprise next year. 
I told the guys today is we all need 
to work harder; the other teams in 
the conference are getting better 
so we need to get better. 

You were just named head 
coach, and are no longer the 
interim head coach. Looking 
forward to next year, what this 
change mean for you and the 
team?

Well not much will change from 
the way I operate things, it’s just a 
title, but one of the big issues it 
will help with is recruiting. The 
good thing is now we know there 
is stability in the program and 
everyone wants stability. 

Philadelphia says goodbye to historical arena
Kris Lancaster

Senior Reporter

Add another stadium to the 
long list of those whose final fate 
was to meet the wrecking ball or 
dynamite. This week, construction 
workers in Philadelphia began 
the long process of tearing down 
The Spectrum, which sat on 
Philadelphia’s South Broad Street 
for 44 years. The building was 
home to the Flyers and 76ers for 
30 years, as well as hosting two 
final fours and many other NCAA 
Regionals.

To many fans, the demolishing 
of The Spectrum doesn’t 
mean much. In fact, there are 
probably many fans that are 
happy to see it gone, but for 
the fans in Philadelphia, The 
Spectrum provided them with 
some of the greatest moments 
in Philadelphia sports history. 
There were countless numbers 
of championships won in that 
building, along with numerous 
hall of fame athletes and coaches. 

Out of all the success that was 
had in The Spectrum, it was the 
Philadelphia Flyers who made 

the building what it was. During 
the 30 years the Flyers called The 
Spectrum home, no team had 
more of a home ice advantage 
than them. During the 1970’s, 
the Flyers won five division 
championships, four conference 
championships, and two Stanley 
Cups. 

They were known as the “Broad 
Street Bullies” for the rough and 
tumble style that they played, with 
players like Reggie Leach, Bobby 
Clarke, and Dave Schultz, who 
still holds the NHL record for 
most penalty minutes in a season. 
Schultz sat in the box 472 minutes 
during the 1974-75 season and 
if the team wasn’t intimidating 
enough, the Flyer fans definitely 
were. The Flyers won a record 20 
consecutive during that decade. 
Not even the Soviet Union’s Red 
Army team, who was arguably the 
best team in the world at that time, 
could not handle the environment 
of The Spectrum, as they lost an 
exhibition game 4-1 to the Flyers 
on January 11, 1976.

Perhaps the team who is most 
happy to see The Spectrum gone 

is the Flyers biggest and longest 
rival, the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
In fact, it was the Penguins who 
were beat by the Flyers in the first 
hockey game at The Spectrum, 
when they lost 1-0 on October 20, 
1966. The Penguins also went on 
a streak from 1974 to 1989 where 
they failed to win a single game 
in The Spectrum, a total of 42 
consecutive games. 

There are many other memories 
that people will take from The 
Spectrum. Whether it was seeing 
a memorable concert there, 
watching basketball great Julius 
Erving play for the Sixers, or 
maybe it was seeing Christian 
Laettner’s buzzer beater in the 
1992 NCAA East Regional 
against Kentucky. No team made 
a building more of a home than 
the Flyers did for The Spectrum, 
as they gave fans memories that 
will last a lifetime. And in today’s 
world where naming rights make 
stadiums or arenas bland and 
boring, it’s nice to look back on 
lost buildings like The Spectrum 
and think about how special 
things used to be.

UNCG within ten on a Trevis 
Simpson jumper.  ECU responded 
with their own 20-6 run to open 
their largest lead of the game, at 
the time, 24 points.  An 8-1 stretch 
over the final 3:30 provided the 
final emphasis on a dominating 
Pirate performance.

UNCG did show improvement 
in some areas as the Spartans 
committed only 12 turnovers, after 
coughing up 29 against Virginia 
Tech almost a week earlier.  The 
Spartans also saw Trevis Simpson 
record his first double-digit game 
as a Spartan.  The freshman guard, 
who sat out the first two games 
of the season recovering from an 
injury, went 4 of 12 shooting for ten 
points.  Van Dussen and Simpson 
were the only two Spartans in 
double figures however as the next 
highest scorer, Brian Cole, had 
only six points.

The Spartans played host to 
North Carolina A&T on Monday 
night, after this edition went to 
print.  Visit Carolinianonline.
com and UNCGSpartans.com for 
coverage of this game.

Says Devean George, who 
played for LA from 1999 to 2006.  
“He’d say ‘Stand there for a minute.  
I want to try something.’  And the 
Bryant would unveil a spin move, 
or a cross-over, or something else 
he’d picked up watching tape, and 
do it over and over.  ‘The crazy 
thing about it is, he has the ability 
to put new elements in his game 

BASketBAll
from page 16

koBe
from page 14

overnight,’ says George.  “Like for 
example, he might say ‘Stay after 
and guard this move.  Let me try 
it on you.’ And he’ll do it the next 
day in a game.  George pauses 
to let this sink in.  “Most of us, 
we’ll try it alone, then we’ll try it 
in practice, then in a scrimmage, 
and only then will we bring it out 
for a seven o’clock game.  He’d 
do it the next day—and it would 
work.”  (p.14 Chapter title—Killer 
Instinct)  

From these examples above 

of his leadership, his study of 
the game, and his work ethic, it 
is obvious that Kobe’s career is 
no fluke or accident.  Right now, 
arguing whether he is greater 
than Jordan can be a lot of fun 
to talk about and compare, but 
at times this argument misses 
the point.  Kobe Bryant is a five-
time NBA champion because he 
works harder than most anyone 
in basketball today.   He works 
hard on the court in practice, after 
practice and in the off-season.  

Often times we think professional 
athletes are only blessed people 
who are born with gifts.  Such an 
idea may hold some truth, but I 
am convinced that Kobe Bryant 
is such a good player because of 
hours of preparation.  Such an idea 
could be revolutionary for many 
of us who as spectators, believing 
that athletes are merely “lucky” in 
their great accomplishments.  For 
people like me, who have followed 
spectator sports since I was about 
8 years old, as a person who 

believes he connects deeply with 
these athletes, I think I’ve always 
thought they were lucky.  So I take 
such an idea seriously not because 
I believe we should all go live out 
our sports dreams, but because I 
wonder if believing that athletes 
get to where they are by chance, 
if we will go on our lives believing 
that we will achieve our goals by 
chance.  In other words, it seems 
hard work should be in the same 
breath as dreams.
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Men’s Basketball

UNCG reaches title game 
of  Miami Tournament

Saturday
                
ECU      81 
UNCG     53

Coach Maullin looks to build on successful season

Women’s Basketball

Erin Newnam
Staff Reporter

photo CourteSy of unCgSpartanS.Com

Korey Van Dussen led UNCG with 13 points on the road at ECU.

See BASketBAll, page 15

See mAullin, page 15

Pirates win big over Spartans

Men’s Soccer

The Carolinian sat down with newly appointed 
Men’s Soccer Head Coach, Justin Maullin. In his 
first year as interim head coach, Maullin led the 
Spartans to a 12-6-4 record, winning the SoCon 
regular season and tournament titles. He then 
became the first rookie head coach to win the 
Southern Conference Coach of Year.

You guys got off to a rough start but finished the 
season going unbeaten in the final 11 games. What 
does that say about the character of your team that 
they can turn their season around so quickly?

It was an interesting spring; we had 16 new players 
so it was tough for them to gel together. Once we got 
onto a roll the guys figured it out and they found 
ways to win games.

Going back to what you said about having a 
lot of new guys on the team, you have a lot of 
talented freshmen and sophomores and you will be 
returning all of your forwards next year. Is it fair to 
say there is nothing but good things to come?

Well there are never any 
guarantees but the future is bright. 
Standing on the Georgetown 
sideline looking at my lineup, I 
started 7 freshmen, 2 sophomores, 
1 junior and 1 senior, so you’d like 
to think the future is bright but 
there are never any guarantees 
and championships are difficult to 
win at any level.

Peyton Ford was fantastic 
for you guys this year, is he a 
good guy to build your defense 
around?

Yeah absolutely, he had an 
outstanding red shirt freshmen 
year and got off to rough start this 
year as a sophomore, but if you 
saw us down at Georgetown and 
some of the saves he made down 
there it was absolutely incredible. 
Typical Peyton.

Do you see a difference in 
coaching a young team like this 
year’s and coaching an older 
more experienced team like in 
years past?

This team is extremely unique 
team. One of the goals was to 
have the guys do extra work and 
they really do, they just do extra 
stuff. It’s a very determined group, 
they refuse to lose, and hopefully 
these young players will instill 
this mentality in years to come for 
future recruits 

Looking at all of the forwards 
you are returning next year, do 
you expect a lot of scoring?

Yeah I hope so. We led in every 
scoring category this year. The big 

Calvin Walters
Senior Reporter

The UNCG Men’s basketball 
team fell 81-53 in a non-
conference matchup with the East 
Carolina Spartans Saturday night 
in Greenville.  The loss dropped 
the Spartans to a 0-4 start on the 

2010 season and was the largest 
margin of defeat thus far.

Korey Van Dussen led the 
Spartans, who were limited to 
fewer than 70 points for the 
first time this season, with 13 
points and six rebounds.  Van 
Dussen also added three assists 
to go along with his 5-10 shooting 
performance.

A tough Pirates defense held the 
Spartans to 35 percent shooting 
from the field, and a dismal 4-17 
from behind the three point line.  
ECU on the other hand shot the 
ball with much more success, 
going 8-16 from the three-point 
line, and 54 percent shooting 

overall.  The Pirates also received 
21 points from the free throw line 
as the Spartans continued a bad 
early season habit of committing 
a high number of fouls, 23 in the 
matchup Saturday.

ECU jumped out to an early 
8-2 lead to start the game and 
never looked back, only allowing 
the Spartans to pull within six 
one other time in the game.  The 
Pirates extended their lead to 
as many as 20 points midway 
through the second half, but a 
10-0 run by the Spartans pulled 
UNCG within 

The UNCG Women’s 
Basketball team went 1-1 over 
the long weekend at the Mayfair 
Hotel and Spa Thanksgiving 
Classic.  The tournament, held at 
the University of Miami in Coral 
Gables, Florida, brought Florida 
Atlantic, Eastern Illinois, and 
Miami as competitors.  UNCG 
had never faced any of these 
opponents before.   

The Spartans (1-4) won their 
first game of the tournament 
and of the 2010-2011 season 
against Eastern Illinois (1-4) on 
Friday, 66-58.  

“The victory was sweet. I am 
really proud of the team,” Coach 
Lynne Agee told UNCGSpartans.
com. “We struggled at the 
beginning.  We weren’t prepared, 
we weren’t ready.  I thought 
we clawed our way back in the 
game in the second half.  We had 
a lot of contributions from a lot 
of people.  I thought we came 
together as a team today and 
we played with more confidence 
in the second half, down the 
stretch.”

Dayshaun Richbowand 
scored a career-high 15 points 
and freshman Janae’ Stevenson 
clinched her first career double-
double finishing with 14 points 
and 10 rebounds, while Amanda 
Leigh added 12 points.  At the 
half, the Spartans trailed 14 
points.  In the second half after 
using a full-court press, UNCG 
got things together and rallied 
to get the win.  The Spartans shot 
well from the free-throw line in 
clutch situations and went 16-
for-19 and 8-for-8 at the line in 
the final seconds. 

After the big win, the Spartans 
faced the University of Miami 
(5-1) in the title game Saturday 
at 7 p.m.    Miami, who defeated 
Florida Atlantic on Friday, 
defeated UNCG in a hard fought 

game, 78-60.  The Hurricanes 
and the Spartans played a 
tough first half coming out with 
UNCG trailing 39-36 at the 
break.  Amanda Leigh was on 
fire behind the arch going 5-for-
10 and scoring a game high 
19 points.  The Spartans gave 
Miami a run never trailing by 
more than 8 points and cutting 
to within two late in the game.  

Coming back from the break, 
the teams traded points several 
times, but Miami was not going 
away.  With about 16 minutes 
left to play, the Hurricanes 
pulled away quickly taking an 
8-0 run that led to a 13-2 run 
which put Miami on top.  

Amanda Leigh and Janae’ 
Stevenson were named to the 
all-tournament team.  Leigh 
scored a game-high 19 points, 
Stevenson captured 6 points 
and 9 rebounds, and Monique 
Floyd added 12 points for the 
Spartans.  In the tournament, 
Leigh averaged 15.5 points 
in two games and Stevenson 
averaged 9.5 rebounds also 
earning her first career 
double-double.

UNCG returns to action 
Wednesday at Morgan State in 
Baltimore, Maryland at 3 p.m.

Friday
                
UNCG     66 
E. Illinois    58

Saturday
                
Miami      78 
UNCG     60
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